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A N 
HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
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LIF E 


Mr. JOHN TOLAND 
In a LETTER to the Todt 


Cnun ꝛ w üVt.̃ ⁰1l. . 


My Lo Rp, 
HE afetiionate Concers ex- 
prese by your Lordſhip, for 
"Wl" _. the Lol of our departed Friend 
8 Mr. Tor AN b, has made me 

with ſome Pleaſure attempt the 


Tast of piving a faithful Account of the 
B Man 


„ Tb LIEE f 
Man from his own Iorks ; tho? I know 
myſelf very unequal to it, being ſenſible 
that the Writer who purſues this Attempt, 
ſhould be animated, (as a late Biographer 
obſerves*) with a Portion of that Genius 
which made the Perſon, whom he draws 
tor the Knowledge and Imitation of Poſte- 
rity, famous in his Generation. But the 
Reputation of our Author hath received 
ſo great a Brightneſs from his own Pen, 
that it needs no auxiliary Light to increafe 
its Luſtre; and his Character is ſo ſecure 
from his own ore, the immortal Mo- 
numents of his true North, that I am the 
leſs concerned for my own Inability to 
embalm his Memory : eſpecially fince I 
hope the Subjefts treated of will make 
ſome Amends for thoſe Defects that may 
ariſe from the manner of handling them. 

As to the trifling Aſperſions caſt upon 
his Memory fince his Deceaſe, we ought 
to look on them (as he would have done, 
had they been ſaid of any other Perſon) 
with the utmoſt. Contempt, being war- 
ranted ſo to do from a Race of Men now 
amongſt us, and thoſe too of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Function, who have /ampooned 
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* See Mr. Nelſon's Life of Biſhop Bull, p. z- | | 
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Mr. JohN ToLl Axpo. 3 
their Creator for making them rational *. 
Such Men, continues the ſame judicious 
Writer, ſeem perfettly diftracted at the 
juſt Diſappointment they have met with, 
in the Loſs of their Intereſt and Repu- 
tation among their Friends; and to re- 
oenge * es, having prepared a Com- 
poſition of Rage, Malice, and Unchari- 
tableneſs, and bed it with a blind and 
burning Zeal, they draw Clouds and 
Darkneſs all around them, put them- 
ſelves into a wild Confuſion, and ſcatter 
their Indignation, (the Overflowings of 
a diſturbed Imagination) at random f. 

I ſhall make it my utmoſt Endeavour 
to copy after Mr. Toland upon a like Oc- 
calion |; “ Obſerving in this Performance 
the Rules of a faithful Hiſtorian, being 
neither provoked by Malice, nor bribed 
« by Favour, and as well daring to ſay 
all that is True, as ſcorning to write 
any Falſhood ; I'{hall not be roo minute 
in relating the ordinary Circumſtances 
of his Life, and which are common to 
* him with all other Men. Writings of 
* this Nature, ſhould, in my Opinion, be 
* deſigned to recommend Virtuz, and to 
* expoſe Vice;. or to illuſtrate Hiſtory, 


— 


* See Mr. Morgan's Tr, entitled, The Abſurdity of 
oppoling Eiith to Reaſon, $v0. p. 2. 
See his Life of Milton, Sw. p. 6, ). | 
| See bis Nature and Conſequences of Euthuſiaſm, b. 38. 
| B 2 and 


and to preſerve the Memory of extra- 


4 ordinary Things. In the Characters of 
« Sets, and Parties, Books, or Opinions, 
J ſhall produce his own Words, as 1 


find them in his Works; that thoſe wha 
* approve his Reaſons; may owe all the 
“Obligation to himſelf, and that I may 
* eſcape the blame of ſuch as may diſlike 
What he ſays“. In order to ſuch an im- 
partial Proceedure, I ſhall lay before your 
Lordſhip the Account which Mr, Toland 
gives both of himſelf and his Adverſaries, 
at the beginning almoſt of his commen- 
cing an Author, MELTS ok | 

We are informed by himſelf *, that he 
was born on the zoth Day of November, 
1669, in the Kingdom of Jreland. At 
what Time he left his native Country, I 
cannot exactly determine; but it appears 
by his Writings to have been not long 
after the G/orious Revolution of 1688. It 
is plain that the Confuſions in his own 
Country, obliged him zo retire hither, 
for in September 1698, he thus concludes 
his Life of Milton, addreſſed to Thomas 
Rawlins of Kilreag, in Herefordſhire Eſq; 
(whom he ſtiles his be/# Friend:) © And 
« now, Sir, I end with you with whom 
« begun, not doubting but this ſmall 
e Preſent, both from the Dignity of the 


Acad. — 
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+ See bis Preface to Mr. Harrington's Works, 


« Sub- 
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“ Subject, and your Favour to the Wri- 
& ter, will be kindly accepted. It = 
* indeed be the more plain and unpoliſned, 
“ but not the leſs uſeful or ſincere for 
coming out of a Country Retirement. 
« The moſt knowing Perſons acknow. 
„ ledge that Divine Philoſophy herſelf 
« was begot in the Woods, where agree- 
« ably paſſing her Infancy, and growing 
« up in the neighbouring Fields, ſhe be- 
* came gentle in Time, and fo ventured 
« to come into Towns and Cities; . but 
« being quickly wearied there with the 
Tumult of Buſineſs or Faction, and 
„ longing for her former Tranquillity, 
« ſhe ſtraight retired · into Gardens or 
Groves, to her Fields and Woods again. 
« Tis probable that you (as well as I, or 
« any other) may diſapprove of Milton's 
& Sentiments in ſeveral Caſes; but, I am 
« ſure, you are far from being diſpleaſed 
4 to find them particularized in the Hi- 
« ſtory of his Life: for we ſhould have 
“ no true Account of Things, if Authors 
« related nothing but what they liked 
« themſelves ; one Party would never ſuf. 
* fer the Lives of Tarquin, or Phalaris, 
* or Hlla, or Cæſar to appear; while 
* another would be as ready to ſuppreſs 
* thoſe of Cicero, of Cato, of Trajan, or 
* Brutus. But a Hiſtorian ought to con- 
ceal or diſguiſe nothing, and the _ 
der 


6 LI 
« der is to be left Judge of the Virtues 
he ſhould imitate, ot the Vices he ought 
« to deteſt and avoid, without ever lovin 
&« his Book the leſs; for (as the Lord Na- 
— © con truly faid) a forbidden Writing, is 
| « thought to be a certain Spark of Truth, 
& that flies up in the Faces of them who 
« ſceſe to tread it out, But your extra- 
© ordinary Judgment and Candour, joined 
to the beſt Learning, and an exact 

« Knowledge of Men and Affairs, render 
« my farther inculcating of theſe Maxims 
« very needleſs; and therefore I ſhall on- 
&« ly put you in mind, Hr, that my Deſire | 
« of gratifying your Curiolity, conquer'd 
« my Averſion to write any thing during 
&«. this pleaſanteſt Seaſon of the Year.” 

I have recited the whole Conclulion, 
to ſhew with how much Caution he 
proceeded in Writing the Life of that 
Great Man, notwithſtanding which he 

met with many Cavillers *, in Anſwer to 
whom, he publiſhed in the beginning of the 

Year 16y9, AMYNTOR: or, a Defence of 
Mirrox's Life. In the beginning of 

which- Work , he thus addreſſes his 
Friend : The Public ( {{rvs he) is fo ſel- 

* dom intereited in the Debates of, private 
5 Men, and I am fo little concerned at 
the Malice or Miſtakes of my Adverſa- 


* — 


5 


— 
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Pr. Blackall, late B ſbop of Exeter. Mr. Wagſtaf, Nc. 
k 0 3 6 ries, 


Mr.. Jon ToLand. _ 7 


* ries, that, without ſome better Mo- 


(tive, I would never preſume to trouble 


* the World with any thing merely Per- 
* ſonal. But if the Subject in Queſtion 
* be of extraordinary Weight and Conſe- 
* quence, and that on the certain Deciſion 
* of it, ſhould depend the Tranquillity of 
* conſiderable Number of People; then I 
think a Man is indiſpenſably obliged to 
© appear for the Truth: and fo, while he 
© is endeavouring to ſerve others, nobody 
* will ſay he ought to negle& his own 
© Defence. When I undertook to 
* write the Lite of the moſt celebrated 
Milton, 1 was far from imagining that 
* I ſhould ever be obliged to make an 
* Apology in Juſtification of ſuch a Work, 
both harmleſs in itſelf, and greatly de- 
* fired by the-World.——Initead of any 
real Objections, I am expreſly told, 
that I ought not to meddle with Mil. 
* tonu's Books, nor to revive his. Senti- 
* ments, or the Memory of thoſe Quarrels 
wherein he was engaged; which is only, 
in other Words, that I ought not to 
write his Life at all. For what, I 
* pray, is the principal part of a Learned 
Man's Life, but the exact Hiſtory of 
* his Books and Opinions, to inform the 
* World about the Occaſion of his Wri- 
ting, what it contained, how he per- 
formed it, and with what Conſequen- 
* CES 
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© ces or Succeſs? Ay but, fay 

© theſe Gentlemen, you have made an 

© Inroad on our Perſuaſion, and directly 

© attacked the ſacred Majeſty of Kings, 

t © the venerable Order of Biſhops, the 

© beſt conſtituted Church in the World, 

© our holy Liturgy, and decent Ceremo- 

© nies, the Authority of Councils, the 

© Teſtimony of the Fathers, and a hun- 

* dred other Things which we profoundly 

© reſpe& and admire For the trivial 

and ſcurrilous Libels of mercenary Fel- 

© lows, I ſhall never regard, they being 

© already ſufficiently neglected by the 

* World, and making themſelves as little 

© by this Practice, as any of a more 

© vinditive Temper could delire ; — 

© But when I am openly. accuſed before 

© the greateſt Aſſembly in the World, 

© let the Charge be never ſo frivolous 

« in it ſelf, or to be {lighted on any other 

S Occaſion, yet ſuch a Reſpect is due to 

the Dignity of thoſe to whom it was 
© exhibited, that I hold my ſelf obliged M 
* to convince them. of my Innocence; 
and to remove all Suſpicion far from 
mme, of what in its own Nature is ac- 
* knowledged to be Criminal, or by 
them might be reputed Indecent. The 
© Matter of Fact is this: On the oth 
* of January, 22 Mr. Of/pring 
* Blackall, who tiles himſelf Chaplain 
| Le in 
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© ;n Ordinary to his Majeſty, preached 
© a Sermon before the Honourable Houſe 
© of Commons ; wherein, after exclaim- 
ing againſt the Author of Milton's Life, 
for denying Icon Baſilike to be the 
Production of King Charles: the Firſt, 
* he purſues his Accuſation in theſe 


© Terms, We may ceaſe to wonder, ſays 
he, that he ſhould have the Boldneſs, 


© without Proof, and againſt Proof, to 


* deny the Authority of this Book, Who 
© is ſuch an Infidel as to doubt, and is 
© ſhameleſs and impudent enough, even 


in Print, and in a Chriſtian Country, 
* publickly to affront our Holy Religi- 
* on, by declaring his Doubt, that ſeveral 
Pieces under the Name of Chriſt and his 
* Apoſtles (he muſt mean thoſe now re- 
* ceiv'd by the whole Chriſtian Church, 
* for I know of no other) are ſuppoſiti- 
* tious; tho? thro? the remoteneſs of thoſe 
Ages, the Death of the Perſons concerrd, 


* and the Decay of other Monuments, 


* which might give us true Information, the 
* Spuriouſneſs thereof is yet undiſcover'd. 
Here is indeed ( /ays Mr. Tol AND) a 


Charge of a very high Nature, I will not 


* ſayin his own mean Language, an impu- 
dent and a ſhameleſs one ; tho if it be 
not better proved, I cannot hinder others 
from calling it what they pleaſe, or the 
thing deſerves. But before I proceed 

* | to 
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to make Obſervations on it, I ſhall-inſert 


© che entire Paſſage (out of the Life of 
Ailton) which he has taken the liberty of 
* abridging, and fo joining the Words of 
* two widely different Aſſertions, as if they 
* were but we. 
After ſtating the Proofs therefore 
that Dr. Gander, and not King Charles, 
* was the true Author of Icon Baſilike, 
added a very natural Obſervation in 
the follow ing Words.“ When I ſeriouſly 
« conſider how all this happened among 
* ourſelves within the Compaſs of Forty 
« Years, in a time of great Learning and 
« Politeneſs, when both Parties ſo narrow- 
« ly watched over one another's Actions, 
&« and what a great Revolytion in Civil 
« and Religious Aﬀairs was partly occa- 
« ſioned by the Credit of that Book *; I 
« ceaſe to wonder any longer how ſo ma- 
& ny ſuppoſititious Pieces under the Name 
« of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and other great 
« Perſons, ſhould be publiſhed and ap- 
proved in thoſe Primitive Times, when 
&« it was of ſo much Importance to have 
«& m believ*d; when the. Cheats were 
«© roo many on all Sides for them to re- 
& proach one another, which yet they 
“ often did; when Commerce was not 
“ near ſo general as now, and the whole 
« Earth , entirely overſpread with the 


leon Baſilike. 


« Dark- 


* Darkneſs of Superſtition. I doubt ra- 
« ther the Spuriouſneſs of ſeveral more 
« ſuch Books is yet undiſcovered, thro the 
« Remoteneſs of thoſe Ages, the Death of 
the Perſons concerned, and the Decay of 
other Monuments, which might give us 
& true Information f. Here then, in the 
* firſt . place, it is plain, that, I fay, a 
great many ſpurious Books were early 
© fathered on Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and 
© other great Names, part whereof are 
© till acknowledged to be genuine, and 
© thereſt to be forged; in neither of which 
« Aſſertions I could be juſtly ſuppoſed to 
© mean any Books of the New Teſtament, 
as I ſhall preſently evince. But Mr. 
© 2lackall affirms, That I muſt intend 
* thoſe now received by the whole Chri- 
* ftian Church, for he knows of no other. 


But had Mr. B/ackall been diſpoſed to 
deal ingenuouſly with me, he might 


* ſee, without the help of the Fathers, 
* that I did not mean the Books of the 
* New Teſtament, when I mentioned Sup- 
* polititious Pieces under the Name of 
* Chriſt, ſince there is none aſcribed to 
* him in the whole Bible; nor do we read 
there that ever he wrote any thing, ex- 
* cept once with his Finger on the 
* Ground, when he acquitted the Woman 


+ See, The Life of Milton, pag. 91. 
83 | c ta. 
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taken in Adultery, John viii. 5, 6. And, 
* for aught appears to the contrary, Mr, 
* Blackall may deny that to be any 
© Writing, becauſe he knows not what it 
was; yet ſome German Divines, as well 
© read as himſelf, have preſumed to tell 
© us the Contents of it, and came almoſt to 
© excommunicating one another in their 


ſolemn Diſputes about this weighty 


Affair. To this Negative Argument 
from the Silence of the New Teſtament, 
© we may add the Poſitive Teſtimony of 
* St. Auguſtin and St. Ferom, whereot the 


former affirms, That the Lord himſelf 
wrote nothing; which makes it neceſ- 
 ©ſary we ſhould believe thoſe who have 


© written of him: And the latter ſays, 
© That + our Saviour left no Volume of his 
© own Doctrine behind him, as is extra- 
* vagantly feigned in moſt of the Apochry- 
— TEENS 


Now to convince all the World that I 
did not intend by thoſe Pieces the Books 


© of the New Teſtament, as well as to 
ſhew the Raſhneſs and Uncharitableneſs 


* of Mr. Blackall's Aſſertion, the 


* Dicit Auguſtinus (de Conſenſa Evangel. I. 1. c. 7.) 
quod ipſe Dominus nihil ſcripſerit, ut aliis de illo ſeri- 
bentibus neceſſe ſit credere. 4 „ 

' + Salvator nullura volumen dodtrinæ ſuæ proprium 


. dereliquit, quod in pleriſq; Apochryphorum deliramenta 


confingunt. Hieronym. in Commentar. ad Ezechielis, 


cap. 44. „ | 
; wits Reader 
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Reader is referred to a large Catalogue 


of Books anciently aſcribed to eſs 


© Chrift, his Apoſtles, their Acquaintance, 
* Companions and Contemporaries *. 

t After exhibiting this Catalogue of 
Books, Mr. Toland thus proceeds : 

© Here's a long Liſt for Mr. BuacxALL, 
* who, *tis probable, will not think the 
* more meanly of himſelf for being unac- 
quainted with theſe Pieces; nor, if that 
were all, ſhould I be forward to think 
*the worſe of him on this Account: 
but I think he is to blame, for denying 
that there were any ſuch, hecauſe he 
knew nothing of em; much leſs ſhould 
© he infer from thence, that I denied the 
© Scriptures; which Scandal however, be- 
* cauſe manifeſtly proceeding from Igno- 
© rance, I heartily forgive him, as every 
good Chriſtian ought to do. 

* By the ſpurious Pieces, I meant, tho 
not all, yet a good Parcel of thoſe Books 
in the Catalogue, which I am perſuaded 
were partly forged by ſome more zealous 
than diſcreet Chriſtians, to ſupply the 
* Brevity of the Apoſtolic Memoirs; partly 
* by deſigning Men to ſupport their pri- 
*vare Opinions, which they hoped to et- 


; hk Amyntor, . &c. pag. 1, 4 71, 9, & ſeq. to 
pag. 18, A 1 
I See Amyntor, from p. 20, # 42. 


Ffect 


— — 


— 


— — Re 2 
* 


14 The LIFE 
© fe& by virtue of ſuch reſpected Autho. Il « 
* rities: and ſome of 'em, I doubt, were I + 

invented by Heathens and Ferws, to im. 

- © poſe on the Credulity of many well-dif. t 
© poſed Perſons, who greedily ſwallowed I 
any Book for Divine Revelation, that I x 
* contained a great many Miracles, mixt I 
with a few good Morals; while their Ad- Wl 
* yerſaries laughed in their Sleeves all the Ill | 
© while, to ſee their Tricks ſucceed, and I! 
© were rivetted in their ancient Prejudices, « 
© by the greater Superſtition of ſuch Eu- 
thuſiaſts.“ | 
For the farther Proſecution of this De- 
bate, (in which I am certain every impar- il « 
tial Perſon will allow Mr. Toland to have 
( 
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manifeſtly the better of the Argument) 
| | I muſt refer to his Defence“. He con- 
| cludes this Point with a remarkable Quo. 

| — tation from the famous Mr. Dodpell, 
| * who alone, ſays he, tho a Layman, un- 

| * deritands as much of Ecclefiaſtic Hiſtory, 
* as the Divines of all Churches put to- 


_— 4 


| i : gether f. Mr. Toland then reciting the 

At unfair Treatment of his Adverſaries|, 

1 .thas ends the Debate : I ſhall not be in 

41 great pain how ſuch People apprehend 
' 


me, if I have the Happineſs to pleaſe 


ö 1 * See Amyntor, frem p- 43, fo p. 69. 
if + Ibid. from p. 69, to p. 79. | 
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I Ibid. 5. 100, 
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the moderate and diſcerning Part of 
Mankind.“ 2 2 

The reſt of Amyntor is taken up with 
the Hiſtory of Icon Baſilile; which, in 
my Opinion, is a Diſpute of ſo little Im- 
portance to the Publick, that I will not 
load theſe Pages with the Recital of it. 
Nor would Mr. Tolaud himſelf have em- 
barked in this Controverſy through the 
Merits of the Cauſe; for ſays he, I have 
not undertaken this Work out of Affec- 
tion or Oppoſition to any Party, nor to 
reflect on the Memory of that unfortu- 
nate Prince, whoſe officious Friends are 
much more concerned: bur to clear my 
ſelf from a Publick Charge, and to diſ- 
© coyer a pious Fraud, which deſerves not 
to be exempted from Cenſure for being 
the Contrivance of a Modern Biſhop, 
Dr. Gander Biſhop of Exeter) no more 
* than thoſe of the ancient Fathers of the 
* Church *. + There was never any poor 
Prince more notoriouſly abuſed by. many 
*.of thoſe he took for his beſt Friends than 
CuARxL Es the Firſt, They put him 
* on all thoſe unhappy Meaſures which 
proved his Ruin in the end, And as they 
made uſe of his Temper to ſerve their 
* own Purpoſes when he was alive, ſo 


ä 


* 


'M See Amyntor, þ+ $5. 
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© they did of his Name for the ſame Rea. 
© ſon after his Death. They were not con- 
© cerned ſo much for his Honour, as their 
* own Intereſt ; and having contrived this 

_ © Forgery to carry their Cauſe, they 

* thought themſelves afterwards obliged 

c to ſupport it.“ Now, my Lo xD, ſince 

there have been ſo many Arguments Pro 
and Com, about the Earl of Angleſey's Me- 

mMorandum, here: is another Bone of Con- 
tention, which, when thrown among the 

Loyal Squabblers, will, J doubt not, raiſe 
a new Ferment. The Matter of Fact is 
this: At an Auction of Books which was 

held at Button's Coffee-Houſe, in Ruſſel 

Street, Covent-Garden, about Chriſtmas 
laſt, I bought Mr. Tor Ax p' Amyntor, 
or, a Defence of MitToN's Life; in the 
Hundred-and-twentieth Page whereof, is 


Written, by one Dr. Thompſon, the follow- 


ing Memorandum. 


Mr. John Wilſon, Barrifter at Law, 
Author of The Treatiſe of Monarchy, $0. 
and of The Vindication of Icon Baſilike, 
againſt Milton, told me in Perſon, that 
be. bought the Icon Baſilike, Jan. 31. 1648. 
for Ten Splits, the very next Day af. 
ter the King was beheaded, | 


Fra. Thompſon D. D. 
What 
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What this Memorandum will prove, I 
know not, unleſs it be that Ton Baſilihe 
was to be had the next Day aſter the 
Martyrdom, whereas Mrs. Cauden de- 
clares that the Book was ot finifhed till 
ſome few Days after his Majeſty was 
deſtroyed. But as it came in my way, I 
freely give it up to the Ufe of the Bic 
putants in this Cauſe, to make their heft 
of it; for which Purpoſe, the Book is left 
in the Hands of the Publiſher, Mr. F. Ro- 
berts in JParwick-Lane, who will readily 
produce it for the Satisfaction of any cu- 
rious Perſon who deſires to fee the ſame. 

After this ſhort Digreffion, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. B/ackalt publiſhed a very 
weak Rejoinder to the Amyntor, and ſome 
others attacked that Piece; but Mr. T- 
land prudently kept the Reſolution he had 
made: Notwithttanding, ſays he, I may 
not anſwer every Scribler, yet I will be 
* miſrepreſented and abuſed by no body 
worth my Notice + | 

I cannot, my Lord, leave this Article, 
without reciting a Paſſage or two of Mr. 
Milton's againft Prelacy, which certainly 
drew on the moft Epiſcopat Frocteracy 
againſt him. Our Author, fays Mr. To- 
land t, carries his Refentments, no doubt, 


* 


See Concluſion of Amyntor, p. 162. 
7 See the Life of ilton, „ | 
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too far, when the following Words could 


© drop from his Pen: There be ſuch in 


the World, and I among thoſe, wwho no- 


thing admire the Idol of a Biſhoprick; 


and hold that it wants ſo much to be a 
Bleſſing, as that I deem it the meereſt, 
the falſeſt, the moſt unfortunate Gift of 
Fortune ; and were the Puniſhment and 
Mifery of being a Biſhop terminated only 
in the Perſon, and did not extend to the 
Affliction of the whole Dioceſs ;3f I would 
eihh any thing in the Bitterneſs of my 
Soul, to am Enemy, I ſhould wiſh him the 
biggeſt and fatteſt Biſboprick. If Milton 


© had been ſuch a Saint as never miſled of 


* a favourable Anſwer to his Prayers, 1 
* queſtion not but at this rate more would 
© covet to be his Enemies than his Friends. 
* Another Mark of his Good-will to the 
« Prelates, is this unpardonable Simile: 


_ A Biſhop's-Tvort (ſays he) that has all its 


Toes, maugre the Gout, and a Linen 
Sock over it, is the apteſt Emblem of the 
Prelate himſelf; who, being a Pluraliſt, 
may under one Surplice hide Four Bene- 


fices, beſides the . Metropolitan Toe, 


which ſends a foul Stench to Heaven. 
And in another Place he calls them, 
The Gulphs and Jhirlpools of Benefices, 
but the dry Pits of all ſound Doctrine. 
I ſhall draw no Concluſtons, kt Mr. Mil- 
ton look to this! ph ot 
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The next Inſtance your Lordſhip will 
find of Mr. Toland's Labours for the Good 
of his Country, was at the latter end of 
the Year 1699, when he publiſhed Mr. 
Harrington's Pieces in one Volume in 
Folio, (under the following Title ; The 
Oceana of James Harrington, and his 
other Works, ſome whereof are now firſt 
publiſhed from his own Manuſcripts. The 
whole collected, methodized, and re- 
view'd, with an exact Account of his 
Life prefixed, by John Toland.) This ju- 
dicious — * he performed in his 
beloved Retirement at Cauos, near Ban. 
fied in Surrey, from whence he tells us 
that the Task he had impoſed on himſelf, 
was, to tranſmit to Poſterity the worthy 
Memory of JAmEs HARRINGTON, 4 
bright Ornament to uſeful Learning, a 
hearty Lover of his Native Country, and 
a generous Benefactor to the whole World ; 
a Perſon who obſcured the falſe Luftre of 
our Modern Politicians, and that equal- 
led (if not exceeded) all the antient Le- 

gillators. | 
After having given this juſt Character 
of Mr. Harrington, he as frankly con- 
feſſes the Public Ceuſure that would fall 
upon himſelf for hie Undertaking, that 
they would not fail, with open Mouths, 
to proclaim that this is a ſeditious At- 
tempt againſt the very Being of Monar- 
D 2 CH)» 
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chy, and deſigned to introduce a Repub- 
lican Form of Government : after this, as 
he very well remarks, * Tis ſtrange that 
Men ſhould be cheated by meer Names 
yet how frequently are they ſeen to ad- 
* mire under one Denomination, what, 
* going under another, they would un- 
* doubtedly deteſt! Which Obſervation 
made Tacitus lay down for a Maxim, 
That the Secret of ſetting up a New 
* State, confiſts in retaining the Image 
© of the Old. What TI have performed in 
the Hiſtory of his Life, I leave the Rea- 
* ders to judge for themſelves ; but in that 
and all other Studies, ſays he, I conſtantly 


aimed as much, at leaſt, at the Benefit of 


© Mankind, as at my own particular Re- 
© putation. As for myſelf, no Employment 
© or Condition of Life, ſhall make me diſ- 
© reliſh the laſting Entertainment which 
* Books atford**.——He then concludes the 
Life of Mr. Harrington, with theſe moſt 
excellent Obſervations, gig. | 

1. That all the Attempts which have 
been uſed for introducing Arbitrary 
Power, have proved as unfortunate as 
the Tyranny of Oliver Cromwell ; where+ 
by it appears, at leaſt, that the Character 
which T aciTus gave the Romans of his 
Time, may as well agree to the People of 


— — — — nn. 
a 


* Seo the Preface to Mr. Harrington Forks. 
Eng- 
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England; and it is, that They are able 
to bear neither Abſolute Liberty, nor 
Abſolute Slavery. 

2. AS to the Whole of this Hiſtory, tho 
it be managed with due Moderation, and 
contains nothing but bare Matters of Fact, 


or ſuch Obſervations as they naturally ſug- 


geſt ; yet I was ſenſible before I wrote it, 
that I could not eſcape the Diſpleaſure of 
three ſorts of Perſons : ſuch as have refol- 
ved to be angry at whatever I do; ſuch 
as neither rightly underftand what is writ- 
ten by me, nor any body elfe; and thoſe 
who, without any particular Spite againſt 


an Author, yet to get a Penny, will pre- 


tend to anſwer. any Book that makes a 
conſiderable Figure. But as T am far from 
thinking myſelt exempt from all the In- 
difcretions of Youth, or the Frailties of 
Human Nature; fo I am not conſcious 


of entertaining higher Thoughts of my 


own Performances than are becoming, or 
meaner of other Men's than they deſerve. 
3. I know that to enterprize any thing 
out of the common Road, is to undergo 
undoubted Envy or Peril; and that he, 
Who is not before-hand reſolved to bear 
Oppoſition, will never do any great or be- 
neficial Exploit: yet it is no {mall Encou- 
ragement to me, that from the beginning 
of the World, ro this Time, not a ſingle 
Inftance can be produced, of one * 
ther 
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ther was, or would be eminent, but he 


met with Enemies to his Perſon and Fame. 


Mr. Toland cloſes theſe Remarks, my 
Lord, with a Declaration of the Injury he 
ſuffered by 2 moſt ſcandalous and unchri- 
ftian Calummy at this Time raiſed againſt 
him, and to diſabuſe ſeveral People who 
(as J am told) ſays he, are made to be- 
lieve that in the HisTORY of SOCRATES, 
T draw a Parallel between that Phils 
ſopher and Ixsus ChRxisr. hat ] hace 
been ſome time about it, I freely avow; 
yet not in the manner thoſe * In- 
formers report, but as becomes a diftnte- 
reſted Hiſtorian, and a Friend to all 


_ Mankind, as will more fully appear to 
the World whenever the Book itſelf is 


publiſhed. All theſe Difficulties did he en- 
counter before he had reached the zhir- 
tieth Year of his Age; and as he has 
hitherto appeared to us only a Bjogra- 
pher, and a Philologift, the next Light we 
are to view him in, is that of a Politi- 


cia. | 


I am therefore to acquaint your Lord- 
ſhip, that in the Year 1700, he wrote a 
Book intitled, ANGL 1A Liptx a, or, the 
Limitation and Succeſſion of the CRown 
of ENGLAND explained and afſerted, &c. 
This Piece was dedicated to the molt no- 
ble John Duke of Nezwcaſtle ; and in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory, he acquaints us that 


M. Jon ToLAND. 23 
it was written, firſt, to convince our ln. 
People of their future Safety againſt Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Power; and that 
King WiLL1am got only made us a freer 
Nation than he found us, but alſo raiſed 
our L1BERTY 70 a Degree ſcarce to be ex- 
cecded by all his Succeſfors. Secondly, to 
ſhow all Perſons both at Home and A. 
broad, that the Proceedings of the Par- 
liament on this Occaſion, were agreeable 
to the Principles of Fuſtice, and the Ends 
of al good Government, as well as accor- 
ding to the conſtant Prattice of this 
Kingdom. And thirdly, to acquaint. the 
Houſe of Hanover with the true Nature 
of their Title, and the Frame of that 
Government to which they were to ſuc- 
ceed ; what Confidence our People repo- 
(ed in their Virtues from King WILLIAM's 
Recommendation; how alive they may 
command the Love of their Subjetts, and 
when dead enjoy the Veneration of all 
Poſterity. He begins the Work itſelf with 
laying down, /, The true Principles of 
Civil Society. 2dly, Gives us, An Idea of 
Arbitrary Power. 3dly, ſhows, The Ge- 
nins of Free Governments. And athly, 
Thus beautifully deſcribes The Liberty 
and Government of England. — © Of tlie 
Free Governments at this Time, and for 
ſome Hundreds of Years paſt, this of 


* England is one of the moſt conſiderable. 
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Its Populouſneſs, Commerce, Wealth, 
© Politeneſs, Power, and Reputation, is 
* wholly owing to Liberty. For the Soil 
© 2nd Situation of ſome other Countries 
© are indiſputably preferable, and England 
© ſtood in the ſame Place when Jur1vs 
Cs AR diſcovered it, poſſeſt by a naked 
and ſavage People, with painted Skins, a 


Community of Wives, having only Boggs 


© and Woody Faſtneſſes for Cities and For. 
© tifications, and without any better offen- 
© five or defenſive Weapons than moſt of 
© the wildelt Americans. But our Liberty, 


_ © ſince the firſt Foundation of it, has not 


© continued always in the fame Condition, 


„Great and various have been the Ar- 


© rempts, to ruin it; and nevertheleſs, it 
© has not only ſubſiſted, while moft Coun- 
© tries of Europe are over-whelmed with 
a Deluge of Hraaay; but of late Years 
* it has prodigioutly increaſed, and ſeems 
Fat he to be arrived at a Height 
© which wants very little of Perfection. 


Our Hiſtories are full of the Conteſts. be- 


© tween the King, the Clergy, the Nobt- 
© lity and Commons, about their ſeveral 
© Powers and Privileges, with their mani 
* fold and dubious Succeſſes. But at length, 
© by an inſenſible Progre& in part, and 
© partly from Cauſes vifble to every Bye, 
the Over-ballance of Property (and eonſe- 
quently of Pozwer) fell into the Scale - 

| the 


* 


Mr. Joux Tol AND. 25 
the Commons, where it ſeems to be now 
* wholly fixed, and according to which the 
Government is in a manner new model- 
* led (yet by unobſerved Degrees) tho the 
*antient Names and Cuſtoms generally 
* continue the ſame.* He then goes on to 
ſhow what upon a former Occaſion he 
advanced, that all the Attempts of our 
Kings to graſp at an Arbitrary and Un- 
limited Pozer, as the only Means to keep 
their People in Subjcttion, and to ſecure 
their own Authority, was a fatal and 
miſtaken Policy, as appeared by the 
Event. I ſhall not mention, ſays Be, 
what Progreſs was made by the Kings 
* of the Scottiſß Race in this impious and 
* accurſed Deſign, nor the treacherous 
* Aſſiſtance they received from {ſeveral 
Orders of Men amongſt us, who de- 
* pended on their Liberality or Peper; 
neither will I revive the odious Me- 
* mory of thoſe monſtrous, abſurd, and 
* abominable Doctrines which were then 
* coined, publickly ſpread with the grea- 
* teſt Abſurdity, and under the molt aw- 
ful Impreſſions, to infect the Under- 
* ſtandings of the People, and to make 
them eternal Slaves by their own Con- 
* Currence as well as Conſent.” He adds, 
That he will zor inſiſt n theſe or the like 
Miſcarriazes, but diſcourſeæ on the Hap- 
pineſs .of our Condition at that Time; 
| E which 
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which he does, by ſhewing the great Ai 
ſeries we eſcaped in bringing about the 
late Glorious Reculution; afluring all the 
| Lovers of their Country, That no King 
| © canever be ſo good as one of their own 
| * making; as there 1s no Title equal to 
© their Approbation, which, ſays He, is 
* the only Divine Right of all Magi- 
* ftracy, for the Voice of the PeovLE, 7s 
© theVoicegf GO PDP *. The reſt of the 
Book being taken up chiefly with recoun- 
ting the Proceedings in Parliament upon 
that zinportant Occaſion, and the Publick 
Rumours from thence ari/ing ; I therefore 
recommend a thorough Peruſal of it to all 
thoſe who would willingly ſee the Laws 
and Liberties of their Country ſet in a 
Juſt Light. | 
We muſt now, y Lord, regard Mr. 
Toland as a Traveller, for in the Year 
| 1702, we find him at Berlin, from 
| whence in a Letter dated Auguſt 18. 
N. S. to a Friend at the Hague, he com- 
municates * Se Remarks on the King 
of Pruſſia's Country, on his Government, 
his Court, and his numerous Houſes. 
I mult firſt, /ays He, ſatisfy the laft 
Queſtion you were pleaſed to propole to 
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* See Anglia Libera, &c. pag. 17. 
+ See his Account of the Courts of Pruſia and He 
never, pag. 2. & ſeq. 


me, 
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me, why the Inns and Publick Houſes of 


Entertainment, on the great Roads in 
Weſtphalia, and ſome other Parts of 


' Germany, are ſo ill provided with Beds, 


Proviſions, and moſt things for accommo- 
dating Travellers and Strangers? The 
Reaſon of it is, that the Country is not 
near ſo well peopled, nor the Ways fo 
much frequented by Paſſengers, as in 
England and Holland. | 

Now in thefe Parts of Germany, the 
Country not being peopled a fifth part, 
there being little or no Trade, and very few 
Travellers, there is not a proſpect of Gain 
enough to make the Innkeepers furnith 
their Houſes with Beds or Utenſils, nor 
to lay up any ſtore of good Proviſions, 
nor ever to dreſs a bit of Meat before- 
hand; ſo that a Man is very happy if he 
meets with clean Straw whereon to ſleep, 
without expecting Sheets or Coverings ; 
and he has no great reaſon to complain, 
it he gets any. thing to eat, tho wichout 
the Service of Plates, Forks, or Napkins. 


He mutt be content ro have the Cows, © 
Swine and Poultry for his Fellow-Lodg- | 


ers, and to go in ar the fame Paſſage 


that the Smoak comes vt, for there is no 


other vent for it but the Door; which 
makes Foreigners commonly ſay, that 
the People in Meſtphalia enter their 
Houſes by the Chimaey. - But as to the 
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badneſs of their Entertainment, I muſt 
add, that the People of Condition who 
travel are very uncertain, having Re- 
lays of their own ; and thar thoſe, who 
go by the Polt-Waggons, are ſeldom at 
much Expence, But were there as many 


People on the Road, or that their Arrival 
were any thing regular, I make no man- 


ner of doubt, bur that in proportion 
they would be as well treated as with 
us; which really happens in all parts 
of Germany, where the Country is more 
populous, or more frequented, But whe- 
ther this miguty want of People, and 
conſequently of all the Fruits of In- 
duſtry, be owing to the badneſs of the 
Country, which yet is not the worſt I 
ever ſaw, for 'tis a much richer Soil and 


better watered than Scotland; or whe- 


ther it be owing to the arbitrary Ad- 
miniſtration of the Governours, who 
neither have any Concern for the Eaſe 
and Welfare of their Subjects, nor con- 
ſcquently any true Knowledge of Traft- 
fick, Improvement of Land, or Political 
Occonomy : which of theſe, I ſay, or 
whether any of them be the Cauſe, I 
will not determine. | 1 

Having come to Berlin this Year by 


the way of Hauuburgb, as the laſt Year 


from Hanover ; and having ſeen not only 
Halterſiadt, Mngaenburgh, and Bran- 
| : denburgh 
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denburzh on the one Side, but likewiſe 
ſeveral ſmaller Cities, Boroughs, and 
numberleſs Villages on the one and the 
other Side; I preſently took notice, that 
(beſides the Ways) all the Churches, as 
well of the Country as of the Towns, 
were kept in ſo good a repair as I never 
aw the like, being molt of them newly 
whitened, or adorned in ſome other man- 
ner; the Church-yards being incloſed with 


durable Walls of Stone or Brick, the 


Gates generally large, and many new 
Steeples raiſed, not inferiour to the o 


nes: but whether in being lately built 


from the Ground, or in being repaired 
and beautified, I could not remark one 
Church that was defective in any thing. 
You may perceive, by this Inſtance, how 
great a regard the King of Pruſſia has 
d the Beauty of Publick Buildings, no 
els than for the Conveniencies of Publick 
Worſhip. | 
Excepting the Places about the Capital 
City of Berlin (which is ſituated in a 
very Sandy Territory, and too much 
covered with Woods) the Country is at 
leaſt twice as well Peopled, and in many 
Parts a great deal more than Meſtphalia. 
The City of Berlin, which is ind ifferent- 
ly ſpacious, but extremely fine, is divided 
into two principal Parts; whereof the firſt, 
Which is the Old Town, is again ſubdi- 
"Ks vided 
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vided into three Wards, namely, Berliz 


Colen and the Werder. The New Town, | 


which is likewiſe . to be fortified, j 
one part of it called Frederickftad?, and 
the other part Dorotheeſtadt, from the 
Names of the late Elector and Eleftreſs; 
ſo that the whole City conſiſts of five 
Wards, not to mention the Suburbs. The 
Streets are very large and noble, and 

lanted in moſt parts of the Town with 

ows of Trees. There are fine Canal; 
that croſs and ſeparate the ſeveral Wards 
with Draw-Bridges after the Model d 
thoſe in Holland. The New Houſes are 


moſtly built after the beſt Tafte of Archi. 


tecture; the few Old Houſes that remain, 
being in 20 reſpect to be compared with 
There are in this City, many things 
worthy the Curioſity of Strangers. In the 
Palace is a Library, the Books well choſen 
and numerous; yet it wants much of be. 
ing equal to the Library at J/olfembuttic. 
Near to the Royal Library is a Cabinet 
of Rarities, containing many wonderful 
Effects of Nature and Art, ſuch as are 
not eaſily ſeen in other Courts; to 
which muſt be joined his Majeſty's cu- 
rious Collection of Medals, of which the 


Particulars may be found in Monſieur 


Berger*s Theſaurus Brandeburgicus. Ihe 
Moderns have produced nothing that 
5 ecxceed: 


M. Jon Tork 31 


exceeds the Equeſtrian Statue, which, by 
order of the King, is elevated to the 


Honour of his Illuſtrrons Father, on the 
fine Bridge of ſquare Stone, which his 
Majeſty has cauſed to be built over a 
Branch of the Fyre. The Man and the 
Horſe are one entire Piece, which was 
caſt at once; it weighs Three Thouſand 
Quintals of Metal, and coſt Forty Thou- 
and Crowns. The Pedeftrian Statue for 
his Majeſty reſembles him very much, 
erected in the Area of the Arſenal, in 
the Quarter called the Herder. It is a 
maſſy ſquare Building, here Architecture 
ind Expence, where Convenience and 
Ornament have nor been dealt by a ſcanty 
Hand,, and it is ſtored with very fair 
Pieces of Artillery, and other Arms, 
which are kept in good Order. 

Near to the Arſenal is a Shiice, former- 
ly of Timber, but now wholly of wrought 
Stone, and accompanied with a large 


wet Dock, which may well be called the 


Port of Berlin, by reafon of the great 
Number of Veſſels that are ſeen con- 
ſtantly there, either going up or coming 
down, without reckoning the Boats of the 
City; for this River js joined by an ar- 
tificial Canal to the Oder, ſo that there is 
2 free Navigation for ſmall Craft, from 
Sefia a eroſs all Germany, till the Spre 


empties 
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empties itſelf into the Hasel; and til 
this laſt lows at Havelberg into the Elle, 
whereby it communicates itſelf with the 
Ocean. ” 

All the Dominions of his Prufſiez Ma. 
jeſty, as well Inland as Maritime, are ex. 
cellently watered with Navigable Rivers, 
as the Rhine, the Maeſe, the Meſer, the 
Elbe, the Hagel, the Havel, the Merter, 


the Oder, the Viſtula, the Pregel, and 


ſeveral others. Beſides that his Kingdom 
of Pruſſia, and his Dutchy of Pomerania, 
take up a great part of the Coaſt of the 
Baltick Sea, and lie extremely conveni- 
ent for Traffick, as they drive a pretty 
conſiderable one, which by right Manage- 
ment might be vaſtly improved. 

But to return to Perlin; there is near 
the Wall of the Town a ftately Amphi- 
theatre, for the fighting and baiting of 
Bears, ' Lions, Bulls, Urochſen, which 
are the Ur; of the Ancients, and of other 


wild and fierce Beaſts, of which a good 


Number is always kept underneath in 


Dens. The Stables in the New Town 


may be properly called magnificent; 
they are divided into two Courts, and 
nine Pavillions, in equal Diſtances. Over- 
head is the Academy of the Paiaters, of 
the Learned, and of all the genteel Arts 
which are much encouraged here; and. 


there is likewiſe raiſed a conſpicuous 
Obſer- 


MW. Jon Tol ANx o. 33 
Obſervatory for Aſtronomers. Now of 
all the Curioſities of Berlin, the Prin- 
cipal, is the New Royal Palace; no 
Building can be more exact, commodi- 
ous, or ſtately: ſome other Palaces of 
Europe may be more capacious, but 
then they are leſs regular. The Citizens, 
in imitation of the Father of their Coun- 
try, go on with New Buildings every 
Day in all Quarters of the Town; and 


the great Number of Houſes which his 


Majeſty builds in ſeveral Places for his 


on Uſe, but eſpecially in the Neighbour. 


hood of Berlin, will, in a few Tears, 
make it one of the fineſt Cities that can 
berſeenyi0it i int e O77 1 

For a particular Deſcription of the King 


of Privſia's ' Houſes, the Characters of 


that Royal Family, the Magnificence of 
his Court at Berlin, andthe Regulation 
of his Militia, I muſt refer to the Work 
above cited a. 0 


Mr. Toland concludes his fir/t Letter, 
with the following Account of a Treatiſe 


publiſhed by him, during King Miiliam's 
Life, intitled, The Militia Reformed, 
Kc. ſhewing how all our Country, and 
eſpecially our Cariſont, would not only 
be ſecure during the abſence of our Re- 

En; ** 
- * An Aceount of the Court of Pruſſia, from pag. 26. 
* pag. 394 | — 
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Aar Froo s, but that, in caſe of nad, 
* might 7 5 or reinforce them by 
ſome of theſe: Whereas ſuch Princts 
A 7 Jon be) as have, but their ordinary 


roops, are in danger of being ruined 
loſs of ons Battle, not being 
od in 5 for a long time to bring 
loch another Army into | the Field; 
« Uhle thoſe who, e their Militia 
e have. perpetual Reſources of able Men, 
8 who: already. underſtand the Theory, 
Land will quickly learn the Praſtice; 
| : as I have proved by the Examples of 
the ancient Greeſs and Romans.” 
Fom Berlin, Sept. 25. N. 8. 170, he 
communicates to the ſame Friend, in a 
ſecond. La; the following; Account of 
Hanover. He firſt acquaints. him, that 
in his way from. Holland to. Hanoner, 
| ye Year * there occurred nothing 
remarkable; but that between the City 
of Berlin and Hanover, he was much 
affected with beholding the Ruias of that 
once Imperial, populos, large and , free 
City Brunſwick ; and very 'purbericaly 
lameats the Cauſes of its Decay. 
He tells us, Hanover is ſituated in a 
ſandy Soil, upon the River Laine, which 
is navigable only by ſmall Boats. It is 


— 


— _ 


* See, An. Account San of Hanover, from 
regularly 


| * — 
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regularly fortified, and divided into the 
New and Old Towns ; the Apartments of 
the Palace are very fine, and richly fur- 
niſned. It was in ald Time a large Mo- 
naſtery, but ſo well Metamorphoſed fince, 
that no Foatſteps remain of the Original. 
There is a pretty Theatre with handſom 
Bares, for all Qualit ies; for no body 
pays Money that goes to a Play there, 


the Prince being at all che Expence to 


entertain the Town as well as the Court. 


But the Opera-Houſe in the Caſtle is viſi- 


ted as a-Rarity hy all Travellers, as be- 
ing the beſt painted, and the heſt contri- 
ved in all Europe, The Elector's Chapel 
is alſo finely painted, and certainly no- 
thing can be in greater Order and Method 
than whatever belongs to his Highneſs. 
The Court in general is extremely Polite, 
and even in Cermany it is accounted the 


beſt, both for Civility and Decorum. 


The Vice of Drinking (for which that 


Nation is ſo much branded) is ſo far from 


[cigning here, that tho“ no body is a- 
bri of his Pleaſure in this Reſpect, 
yet I never knew greater Sohriety, nor a 
more exact Government in a private Fa- 
mily.— The Clergy ſeldom appear at 
Court either at Nauocer, or Verlin: 
The Ornaments of the Altar in the Electo- 
ral Chapel are very ſine, and all the Work 
of the late Princ 72 3 
2 
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Hernbauſen is a Country Houſe about an t 
Engliſh Mile and a half from ZHanover.The ci 
Garden is indeed delicate, the Water- Works d 

great and noble, the Baſons and Fountains 
extremely large, the Wilderneſs curiouſly % 
contrived, and decked with a perpetual | 
Verdure ; the Walks are made firm with R 
a ſort of Gravel they get out of the Ri- tt 
ver; the Orangery is counted one of the C 
largeſt in all Europe; there are beautiful I 
Caſcades, and there is a perfect Theatre e-. 
. cellently cut out into green Seats, the Dreſ- “ 
ſing - Rooms for the Actors being ſo man 4 
Bowers and Summer-Houſes on eac X 
ſide, the whole ſet off with many fine “ 
Statues, moſt of them gilt, and an excel- I * 
lent Water-Work juſt behind. In fine, 1“ 
It the ancient Romans could return again il © 
to the World, they would be amazed to Il © 
find Barbariſm overſpread all their belo- 6 
ved [taly, while the Arts and Sciences “ 
5 flouriſh in the midſt of Germany, which “ 
in their time was little elſe but immenſe I © 
Foreſts and Marſhes, the Receptacles ofa Il © 
ſavage and unpgliſhed People, tho? war- I © 
like, brave and free. Mr. Toland con-“ 
cludes with obſerving to his Friend the 1 
groſſneſs of a Calumny, at that Time ſet | 
on foot by his Adverſaries in England, I ui 
that he, had been Baniſhed from the I ® 
Courts of Pruſſia and Hanover; and that ter 
as to this latter Court, as well 8 & 
3 V 
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the Royal Family, in ſtrict Juſtice he 
could give no other Account than he had 
done. | 

To the Account of the Courts of Pr uſe 
fia and Hanover, is ſubjoined the Ordi- 
nances, Statutes, and Privileges of the 


Royal Academy, erected by his Majeſty | 


the late King of Pruſſia, in his Capital 
City of Berlin. From Which Founpa- 
riox, ſays Mr. Toland, © What a happy 
« Opportunity is there given of reſtoring 
«Learning to itſelf, ſtript from all the 
« Diſguiſes of Pedantry, Jargon, and 


« Chimeras, and freed from the ſervile 


« Fetters of Syftems, common Place: 

* childiſh Ceremonies, and ridiculous 
« Habits! The Prince of Orators, the 
* freeſt Philoſopher, the moſt accompliſh- 
*ed Gentleman, and the Supreme Ma- 
* giſtrate of the greateſt Empire that ever 
«* exiſted; in one word, Cicero will 
herein be my Example and Voucher, 
who is not aſhamed to own, that the 
* InſtruRion of the Roman Youth was 
* the main End of thoſe immortal Wri- 
* tings he has left behind him.“ * For 


12 — 


* Quod enim munus Reipublicz afferre majus meli- 


uſve poſſumus, quam fi docemus atque erudimus Juven- 
tutem? his 3 moribus atque temporibus, quibus 
ita prolapſa eſt, ut omnium opibus refrænanda ac coer- 
cenda fit, &c. De Divinatione, &C. I. xi. e. 2. 


what 
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_ what greater or better Gift, lays he, 
can we confer on the Cummommucalth 
than if we teach and inſtruct the Nuth? 
Eſpecially confidering the 2 Man. 
nf and Times, wherein they are ſo cor. 
rupted, that all ſhould join their En. 
deavours to refrain and reform them, 
Kc. © His Prufian Majeſty has the 
« Happineſs to Contrive, and likewiſe to 
c perform, what the Roman Conſul could 
« only wiſh, or imperfectly endeavour, in 
“ that corrupt and declining State of his 
Country, whea the Perſons and Autho- 
„ rity of good Men were 1 7 4 to 
“Contempt and Danger; and that it was 
the Intereſt of prevailing Wickedaeſs, 
« to make all Men whatſoever as bad as 
e the very worlt of the moſt perfidious, 
« dehayched, and ambitious Citizens; 
&« thoſe deteſtable Betrayers of their Ho- 
« nour and Liberty, Who, by a prodigi- 
% ous Reverſe of Nature, did vilely become 
«the Slaves of their Servants, and the 

« Equals of their Slaves.” 
-— Theſe Inftitutions of the King of Praſ 
fia's Royal Academy, are well worthy 
che Peruſal of the Curious ; and -as Mr. 
Toland ſent them, by way of Preſeat, to 
a particular Friend in the Country, 1 
ſhall cloſe this Head with the agreeable 
Deſcription. he gives in his Letter (pre- 
fixed to them) of a Rural — 
hole 


e Be TE 1H 


« Thoſe various Pkeafares (ſays he) tie 


Country yields, muſt certainly be the 
6 moſt ſolid, becauſe they are the moſt 
innocent and ſafe. There, all Buſineſs 
u js Recreation, as alf Diverſion is Profi- 
a table: and as it was ever accounted the 
« fitteſt Scene for Retirement, Reading, 
and Contemplation; fo it is the only 
« Place where we can have 1 true 17 5 
* of Select Company. ——O happy Tim 

« of ancient Rome] when her Cooſuls 
« were- taken from the Pruning-Haok, 
and her Dictators from the Plough; 
« when the moſt delicious Fare of her 
« oreateſt Senators were the unbough 
« Painties of their own Grounds, the | 

& welcome Rewards of their Tnduſtry or 


„Care: and when her conquerin for 
« nerals, inſtead of growing tich by thi 
« War abroad, or dering the publick 
{ Stock at home, were follicitous to be 
& recalled (like Attilius Regulus) to eul- 
«*tivate their moderate Farms for the 
Support of themſelves and their Fa- 
«© milies.”- e 

The chief Motive I had, my Lord, 
for inſerting this Paſſage, was to ler the 
Publick into Mr. Tolang's true Taſte 
_ was ſo far from arming at — _ 
ot Buſtle, that in many places of His 
Writings he has frankly declared, Thit 
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of the Holy Empire, Duke of Bavaria,, &c. 


for this ſort of Life he ever had a ſtrong 


Inclination. en eb 
The next Piece in the ſame Volume, 


your Lordſhip will find to be the Decia 
ration of the Elector Palatine in favour 


of his Proteſtant Subjects. Mr. Toland, 
in his Introduction, informs us, that man 
worthy Patriots were truly — 
that the Glory of ſuch a Prince ſhould 
be tarniſhed, in any degree, with the 
invidious Character of being a Perſecu- 
tor; © and I. COunls (aps he) that this 
< Conſideration did ſway with me above 
ce all other Motives, to examine the Cir. 
„ cumſtances of this Affair.“ He firſt 
recites Three, very ſigna Services the 
Elector rendered at different Times to 
the Common. Cauſe of Europe. The firlt 
of theſe was railing the Siege of Rhyn 
fFeltz- in the Year 1695. The next was 
in the beginning of the late War, by his 
ſo timely ſeizing on the Boats of the 
Bridge, and other Materials, Which the 


Cd & 4 


Utrecht, and ſo to force. the States to 
ill v9 eq” „ r he © 


A 


* Fobn Milliam, Count Palatine of the Nhine, EleQor 


accept 
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accept of a Peace; which had diſconcert- 
ed all the Meaſures of the Allies, and 
laid Europe before this Time in Chains. 
The laſt is, that when the Dutch 
Troops were ſeized and made Priſo- 
ners of War in the great Towns of Han- 
ders and Brabant, the Elector marched 
his Troops out of his own Territories, 
which were expoſed to the Enemies Fury, 
into the moſt important Frontier of 
Maeſtricht, then without a ſufficient 
Garriſon : A Benefit the States will never 
forget. - | we 

The Publication of an entire Liberty 
of Conſcience, was the firſt Step that the 


Elector made to eaſe and ſatisfy his Sub- 


jets; and to demonſtrate his readineſs 
to accept all reaſonable Conditions, came 
to a Reſolution of having this Affair ad- 
juſted at his own Court by his proper 


Mini ſters, and by thoſe who were de- 


puted for that end by his Majeſty the 
King of Pruſſia, to avoid the uſual dila- 
tory Proceedings of the Diet, which 
gave ſmall hopes of any ſpeedy Accom- 
modation. His Elttoral Highneſs was 
not deceived in his Judgment herein; 
and perceiving what Progreſs was 
made in this Treaty in ſo little a 
time, principally by his own perſonal 
Care and Application, he did by his Mi- 
niſters both at London and the Hague. 
G invite 


U 
. 
| 
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of that trouble, by the ſucceeding of the 
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invite Queen Aune and the States Ceno- 


ral, to ſend thither the (late) Earl 
Stanhope, and Mynhecer dam Ghent, that 


it might be brought to a Concluſion 
with rhe greateſt Honour and Solemnity 
poſſible : but theſe Miniſters were eaſed 


Accommodation ſooner than was expected, 
on Neg. 21. 1705. | 

This, my Lord, is a ſuccin&t Hiſtory 
of the Matter of Fact, as punQually as! 
could extract it from his Obſervations, 
It muſt be owned, that the Proteſtants 
in general are under a moſt ſenſible Ob- 
ligation to his Fleftoral Highneſs, who 
came to an Agreement ſo advantageous 
to the Proteſtant Religion, as will demon- 
ſtrably be proved by the Declaration it 
ſelf. And I dare ſay your Lordſhip will 
allow, that the Elector has experienced 
the good Effects of this equitable Pro- 
ceeding, both in the peopling of his 
Countries, which of conſequence makes 
him Rich and Powerful, and in the Af 
fection of his Subjects, whoſe Obedience 
is not half ſo well ſecured by any Set 
of Notions or Doctrines (be they what 
they will) as by wholeſome Laws, and an 
impartial Adminiſtration. 


—- Your Lordſhip will find an Account of 


many uſeful Political Sentiments, in 1 
Treatiſe written by Mr. Toland, * 
a 


* 
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The Art of Governing by Parties, This 
Piece is Dedicated to King Milliam; and 
he aſſures his Majeſty, That the chief 
© Aim of the Author was to do. the moſt 
* acceptable Service to his Country at 
© that critical Juncture, (Auna 1701.) 
In the Work itſelf is conſidered, Firſt, 
The great Influence of Parry.Concerts 
in Religion; under which Article he very 
judiciouſly enforces an Obſervation made 
by the Duke of Buckingham, in a Speech 
to the Houſe of Lords, 2. It is cer- 
' tainly, ſays that Noble Peer, a very 
* uneaſy kind of Life to any Man, that 
has either Chriſtian- Charity, Good- 
Nature or Humanity, to ſee his Fel- 
low - Subjects daily abuſed, diveſted of 
their Liberties and Birth-Rights, and 
* miſerably thrown out of their Poſſeſſi- 
ons and Freeholds, only becauſe they 
cannot agree with ſome others in Opini- 
ons and Niceties of Religion, to which 
their Conſciences will not give them 
leave to aſſent, and which, even by the 
* Conſent of thoſe who would impoſe 
them, are no way neceſſary to Salva- 
tion.? From a juſt purſuit of this Ar- 
gument, he proceeds, Secondly, To the 
Trick of dividing the Laity in their 


U 
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* See, The Art of Governing by Parties, pag. 16, 
6 2 Politicks , 
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* ſays he, that in our admirable Conſti- 
tution, any Perſons ſhould he found 
© endeavouring to ſtrip themſelves of 
© their Liberty, and to leave all their 
© Poſterity enſlaved; yet Experience will 
not let us doubt that there is any thing 
© ſo abſurd, into which ſome may not be 
cheated or corrupted . He concludes 
with this Remark, That whenever our 
Nation was divided in their Politichs, 
the different Parties have been played 


off one againſt another, the better to 


ſubaue or deſtroy them t. Thirdly, The 
Parliament next falls under his Conſi- 
deration; in which Auguſt Aſſembly, 
he avers it is a known Maxim, That we 
can never be deſtroyed but by their 
Connfels. Such Princes therefore as 
© aimed at Deſpotick Power, left no 
© Stone unturned to get a Parliament to 
© their Mind, knowing this to be the 
© certain means of pulling down our Con- 
© ſtiturion at once: for the People have 
© ſuch a Veneration for the Sanctions of 
© their Parliaments, and are fo ſenſible 
© of the Protection they have always re- 


© ceived from them, that they think it 


* almoſt impoſſible they ſhould miſtake 


— 


* Thid. pag. 34. 
| Thid. pag. 35. 6 their 
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their true Intereſt, much leſs be guilty 
« of ſuch Ingratitude and Treachery, as 
to join in any baſe Deſigns againſt thoſe 
«who honoured them with being their 
6 Repreſentatives.” Tho King Charles the 


ill Second, had very nigh accompliſhed by 
ns WM Parties, Places and Penſions, what all 
be the Sleight or Force of his Predeceſſors 
les could never compaſs . Fourthly, As 
ur for the Bench, Lou may learn, ſayr he, 
ks, © the Equity of the Royal Brothers, 


(King Charles II. and King James II.) 
from the Decrees of their CHancellors, 
© who were the Keepers of their Con- 
* ſcience. They culled out for their Pur- 
© poſe the moſt ſtupid, immoral and illi- 
© terate they could rake out of the Inns 
* of Court, and moſt of them were a 
Scandal to their Profeſſion. The few 
© honeſt Gentlemen they promoted at any 
time, to gain ſome Countenance to the 
'freſt, could do nothing to their Minds; 
and, if likely to live, were ſoon lai 

ve WW © alide, as were all thoſe who in any Caſe 
of MW * ſhowed the leaſt reſpe& for the Laws, 
ble WM © tho in other Matters they had gone ever 
re- *fo far. Thus was Juſtice made a meer 
it W *Property, to be bought and fold, and 
ke WM *all Judgments given according to Di- 


1 


„ 
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dom *, Fifthly, He very freely declares, 


46 The LIFE of 


rections from Court, They were rather 
© Parties on the Bench than indifferent 
© Tudges, threatning, and ſeurrilouſty a. 
© buſing the Priſoners brought before them, 
or ſuch as appeared on their Behalf 
© They ſpared no Man's Blood which the 
King or his Miniſters had a mind to 
© ſpill, or made any Bones of giving Judg- 
© ment againſt all the Charters of che King- 


that the Spring, Management and Re. 
fuge of all Party-making and Factions, 
centeis in the Miniſters of State. Then 
ſhows the ill Effects of Parties on the 
People in general, the King in particular, 
and on all our Foreign Affairs. Proving 
in the End, That the only Remedy a- 
ainſt all the Mzchief of Parties, is a 
arliament equally conſtituted, 

In the Year 1707, your Lordſhip will 
find publiſhed by Mr. Toland, a pretty 
large Treatiſe, in Engliſh and Latin, 
intitled, A Philippick Oration to incite 
the Eugliſb againit the French; but eſpe- 
cially. to prevent the treating of a Peace 
with them too ſoon after they are 
beaten, &c. In a Preliminary 222 
tation t to this Piece, he informs us, 
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9 Ibidl. pay 83. & ſeq. : 
I. Ibid, pag. 2, 6, 9, 10, 25, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, 4% 
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„ Firſt, 
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Firſt, That it is a Magnificent Enco- 
minm upon the Engliſh Nation and 
Cocerument, that the Writer of u 
was a Foreigner: And the better to 
underſtand the occaſion of Writing it, 
we muſt know ( /ays he) that in the 
Year of Chriſt, 1508, Maximilian Em- 
peror of Germany, Ferdinand King of 
Arragon, and Adminiſtrator of Caftile, 
Lewis the XIIth King of France, and 
Julius the IId, Pope of Rome, made a 
League againſt the Yenetians by their 
Agents at Cambray : and that the Yene- 
tians, the following Year, loſing the fatal 
Battle of Ghiaradadda, loſt alſo their 
whole Territories on the Continent, which 
were ſeized and ſhared by theſe ſeveral Po- 
tentates. Some fatal Differences which 
aroſe between theſe Princes, continued 
fromtheYear 1509,t0 1514, whenat length 
a Peace was concluded between them. 
After which, when it was found in good 
earneſt, by Maximilian and Ferdinand, 
that our King Hezry VIII. hearkened to 
the Agents and Emiſſaries of France, to 
which he was not a little diſpoſed by the 
Wants or Inconſtancy of the former, and 
the repeated Treacheries of the latter, 
they ſet all Engines at work to traverſe 
the Negotiation. It was at that time, and 
for this very purpoſe, that the Oratiou 
was compoſed; it is addreſſed to the 


Privy- 
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Privy-Council, but the Peace having 
been ſuddenly concluded, it could not 
afterwards be ſafely publiſhed, by reaſon 
it is provided in the very Treaty, that 


no Writing ſhall be ſuffered to come 
abroad reflefting on either Nation, their 


Princes, or Confederates. 

It is to be obſerv'd, n Lord, that tho 
Mr. Toland publiſhed this Speech as the 
Work of an uncertain Author, yet he de 
clares that he ſhould ſooner ſuſpett Matthew 
Schiner, Biſhop and Cardinal of Sion, than 
any other, he being ſtiled by Jopius, a Mar 
of a terrible Genius, and extraordinary 
Eloquence; and Mezeray owns, that H. 
moved the Switzers, as the Mind does the 
Leaves of Trees. Fovins in his Elopies 
ſays,” That he himſelf had heard Francis 


the Firſt affirm, That the. invincible 


Force of the Cardinal of Sion's Elo- 
© quence coſt him more Treaſure, and 


© occaſioned him more Fear, than the 


pointed Spears of ſo many Legions from 
© the ſame Nation :* A glorious Taſti mon 

eneroufly rendered to his wonderful Abi. 
ity,from ſo learned and martial aPrince: 


| Now therefore (ſays My. Toland) conſi 


dering his Antipathy to the French, his 


Affection for the Cauſe of the t:mperor, 


his Power with the Sit zers, his Inter- 
courſe with England, and eſpecially 
conſidering his Polite Learning and In- 

| comparable 
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comparable Eloquence, I confeſs I cannot 
help perſuading myſelf that this Oration 
was of his Writing. It better agrees 
with his Character and Deſigns, than with 
any other then living. Bur I ſhall detain 
your Lordihip no longer from the Pleaſure 
of peruſing the Oration itlelt, than only 
to lay before you a Tranſcript of the 
very remarkable and juſt Account of the 
Poſture of our Affairs in Europe from 
its Dedication; e. To Queen Anne, 
the Pions, the Fortunate, the Trium- 
phant, by whoſe Councils, Arms, and 
Treaſure (bravely alliſted by the Dutch) 
the French, with their Allies, are Fan- 
quiſhed, the Dignity of the Auſtrian- 
Family in Germany, and their Title in 
Spain aſſerted, Italy aud Flanders re- 
ffored to Liberty, and the Britons 
crowned with Immortal Glory : This 
Oration, formerly deſigned againſt the 
French, but now at laſt moſt Seaſonably 
employed, (being an exatt Pattern, and 
a juſt Encomium ef her Glorious Admi- 
mſtration) is moſt humbly and dutifully 
conſecrated, by John Toland. ; 
Wie muſt now, wy Lord, change this 
Scene of Eloquence, to take a View of 
the Theological Writings of Mr. Toland. 
I ſhall begin firſt with that Piece which 
ſet the whole Body of the Clergy, and 
the ignorant part of the Laity in Battle- 
H Array 
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will eaſily perceive to be the Treatiſe 
intitled— Chri/ftianity not Myſterious : 
Shewing, That there is nothing in the 
Goſpel contrary to Reaſon, nor above it: 
And that no Chriſtian Doctrine can be 
properly called a Myſtery. In the Pre. 
face to this Piece *, Mr. Toland declares 
the Deſign of it to be no other, than 0 
rettify the narrow bigotted Tenets of 
Some, and the moſt impious Maxims o 
Others. He thus proceeds, That the 
© miſtaken Unbeliever may not fay I 
* ſerve a Hypothelis in the Defence of 
* my Faith, like ſome who firſt imagine 
* or receive an Opinion, and then ſtudy 
* Proots to eſtabliſh it; I ſolemnly declare 
* the thing is much otherwiſe, and that 
© I hold nothing as an Article of my Re- 
* igion, but what the higheſt Evidence 
* forced me to Embrace, For being -edu- 
* cated from my Cradle t, in the groſſeſt 
* Superſtition and Idolatry, God: was 


© pleaſed to make my own Reaſon, and 


*{uch as made uſe of Theirs, the happy 
* Inſtruments of my Converſion——Now 
© the heſt Method, 1 think, of communi: 
6 cating to others the Truth, is that bj 


— — 
- 


Pag. 7. | | | 
+ Mr. Toland was born at London-Derry, where, tho 
near two thirds of the Inhabitants are Presbyterians, ye 

he was bred a Papiſt. ; 
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*which a Man has learnt it bimſelil.“ 
And he very frankly concludes his Pre- 


face in theſe Words; I have no Appre- 


© henfioa (as he) from the Sincere ; 
and if the Deſigning Parry diſcoyer 
«their Concern by their Diſpleaſure, it 
© may well ſerve for a Mark to diſtin- 
« guiſh them, but will not be thought 
an Injury by me.“ Having thus repre- 
ſented to your Lordſhip the Deſign of 
this Vor in the Words of the Author, 
[ ſhall in the next Place produce the 
Sentiments of two very eminent Men con- 
cerning the Author, and the Uſage he 
met with for the Vorꝶ itſelf. 

This Piece made a great Noiſe in the 
Republick of Letters, and was attacked 
by ſeveral very conſiderable Pens“. For 
in that agreeable Correſpondence between 
Mr. Molyneux and Mr. Locke, the former 
of theſe Gentlemen writes thus; 4*T am 
told the Author of Chriſtianity not 
* Myſterious, is of this Country, and 
„that his Name is Toland, but he is a 
* Stranger 1a theſe parts; I believe if he 
belongs to this Kingdom, he has been a 
* good while out of it, for I have not 


ET 


* 


Preſace, pag. 8, 9. 
2 _ Stillingfleet, Dr, Petey Browne, Biſhop of 
ork, &c. 
See, Some Familiar Letters between Mr. Locke, and 
ſeveral of bis Friends, 8v0. pag, 188, to pag 237. 
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heard of any ſuch remarkable Man 
© among (t us.“ And in his very next Let- 
ter to Mr. Locke, he thus farther proceeds, 
— * Honoured Sir, In my laſt to you, 
© there was a Paſſage relating to. the Au- 
* thor of Chriſtianity not Myſterious. I 
did not then think that he was ſo near 
me, as within the Bounds of this City; 
but I find ſince, that he is come over hi- 
© ther, amd have had the favour of a Viſit 
from him. I now underſtand (as I inti- 
© mated to you) that he was born in this 
Country, but that he has been a great 
© while abroad, and his Education was, 
for ſome time, under the great Le Clerc. 
© But that for which I can never honour 
© him too much, is his Acquaintance and 
© Friendſhip to you, and the Reſpect, 
© which, on all occaſions, he expreſſes for 
© you. I propoſe a great deal of Satil- 
faction in his Converſation ; J take him 
to be a candid Free-Thinker, and a 
good Scholar. But there is a violent 
* fort of Spirit that reigns here, which 
© begins already to ſhew itſelf againſt 
him; and, I believe, will increaſe daily, 
for I find the Clergy alarmed to a mighty 
* degree againſt him. And laſt Sunday 
* he had his Welcome to this City, by 
hearing himſelf harangued againſt out 
* of the Puipit, by a Prelate of this Coun- 
try.“ Mr. Locke, in his Anſwer n 

Mr, 
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Mr. Molyneux, thus declares his Efteem 
for Mr Toland, (notwithſtanding upon 
a particular Occaſion there had been a lit- 
tle Coldneſs between them) For the Man 
I wiſh very well, and could give you, 
if it needed, Proofs that I do fo. , And 
therefore I deſire you to be kind to 
im; but I muſt leave it to your Pru- 
dence, in what way, and how far. 
For it will be his Fault alone, if he prove 
not a very valuable Man, and have not 
nou for his Friend. To this Mr. Mo- 
hneux was pleaſed to reply, I hook upon 
Mr. Toland as a very ingenious Man, 
and I ſhould be very glad of any Oppor- 
_ of doing him Service, to which I 
think myſelf indiſpenſilly bound by your 
Recommendation. And this Gentleman, 
in another Letter to Mr. Locke, ſhortly 
after, gives the following Account of the 
vile Treatment Mr. Tolard met with in 
Ireland. He has had (ſays Mr. Molyneux) 
* his Oppoſers here, as you will find by 
a Book which I have ſent to you. The 
Author + is my Acquaintance ; but two 
Things I ſhall never forgive in his 
Book: the one is the foul Language 
*and opprobrious Names he gives Mr. 
* Tolangd ; the other is, upon ſeveral Oc- 
' calions, calling in the Aid of the Civil 
"Magiſtrate, and delivering Mr. Toland 
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© up to Secular Puniſhment. This indeed 
is a killing Argument; but ſome will 
« be apt to ſay, That where the Strength 
« of his Reaſon failed him, there he flies 
© to the Strength of the Sword. And this 
« minds me of a Buſineſs that was very 
« {urprizing to many, even ſeveral Pre. 
c lates in this Place, the Preſentment of 
© ſome pernicious Books, and their Au. 
« thors, by the Grand- Jury of * 
© This is looked upon as a Matter of dan. 
© gerous Conſequence, to make our Civil 
Courts Judges of Religious DoCtrines ; 
© and no one knows, upon a Change of 
Affairs, whoſe turn it may be next to 
be condemned. But the Example has 
© been followed in our Country; and Mr, 
* Toland, and his Book, have been pre- 
© ſented here by a Grand- Jury, not one of 
© which, I am perſuaded, ever read one 
« Leaf in Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Let the Sorboume for ever now be Silent; 
a learned Grand-Jury, directed by as 
© learned a Judge, does the Buſineſs much 
© better. The Diſſenters here were the 
* chief Promoters of this Matter; but, when 
IJ asked one of them, What if a violent 
* Church of England Fury ſhould preſent 
© Mr. Baxter's Books, as pernicious, and 
© condemn them to the Flames by the 
common Executioner ? He was ſenſible 


© of the Error, and ſaid, He _— it 
Wa, 
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ad never been done.” Mr. Locke, in 
his Anſwer to Mr. Molyneux concerning 
this Uſage of Authors, thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf: 7 think, with you, the Diſſenters 
were beſt conſider, That what is Sauce 
for a Gooſe, is Sauce for a Gander. But 
they are a fort of Men that will akpays 
be the ſame. Not long after theſe 
Proceedings, my Lord, Mr. Molyneux, 
in another Letter to Mr. Locke, con- 
cludes his Account of our Author with the 
following melancholy Relation Mr. 
Joland is, at length, driven out of our 
(Kingdom; the poor Gentleman at laſt 
(wanted a Meal's Meat (as I am told) 
and (he univerſal Outcry of the Clergy 


run (0 2 Adee him) none would 
im tO t 


admit eir Tables. The little 
Stock of Money which he brought into 
' this Country being exhauſted, he fell to 
* borrowing, and to compleat his Hard- 
{ ſhips, the Parliament fell on his Book, 
voted it to be burnt by the common 
Hangman, and ordered the Author to 
be taken into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, and to be proſecuted by the At- 
© torney-General at Law. Hereupon he 
is fled out of this Kingdom, and none 
chere knows where he has directed his 
* Courſe. I did believe you might be a 
great while to come a Stranger to theſe 
Proceedings, unleſs I had intimated 

them 


— 


* 


5 
„IEE 
them to yoy; and that is one of my 
* Deſigns in Writing this to you.” | 
have, y Lord, been the fuller 1n. theſe 
Extracts, for two Realons : One is, that 
I hope the Character herein given of Mr, 
 Toland, will, in. ſome meaſure,. convince 


the Publick that he was not a Perſon of 


ſuch a ſuperficial Knowledge and mean 
Abilities, as the Clergy would inſinuate, 
now he is no more; and the other is, be. 
cauſe Mr. Molyneux concludes his Account 
of Mr. Toland, with doing Juſtice to the 
Merit of a Gentleman, to whoſe real 
Worth your Lordſhip 1s no Stranger, 
J am here (/ays Mr. Molyneux to M. 
© Locke) very happy in the Friendſhip of 
an honourable Perſon, Mr. Mole ſævorib, 
© who is an hearty Admirer and Acquain 
© tance of yours. We never meet but we 
© remember you; he ſometimes come 
© into my Houſe, and tells me, *tis not to 
© pay a Viſit to me, but ro pay his Devo 
© tion to your Image that is in my Dt 
© ning-Room.* And Mr. Locke, my Lord, 
expreſſes che due Senſe he had of 7h: 
Eſteem, in the following Words: | 
© muſt beg you to return my Acknow- 
© ledgments to Mr. Mole ſcvorth, in the 
© civilleſt Language you can find, for the 
great Compliment you ſent me from 
© him. I have been not a little 


© troubled, that I could not meet 77 
* 


| 
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| the Opportunities I ſought to improve 
the Advantage I propoſed to myſelf, in 
an Acquaintance with ſo ingenious and 
* extraordinary a Man as he is *. 

Thus, my Lord, having ſeen the very 
partial Treatment both Mr. Toland an 
his Book mer with in Treland; I am 
next to acquaint your Lordſhip, that du- 


ring his Retirement from this Perſecu- 


tion, he offered an Apology by way of 
Letter, to a Member of the Houſe of 
Commens, ia that Kingdom ; written the 
Day before his Book was reſolved to be 
bucat by the C:mmittee of Religion. 
This Apology he tubjoined to the Second 
Edition of his Chriſtianity not Myſte- 
riouws. In which Apology, atter a recital 
of the Prozeedings we have already been 
acquainted wich from rhe incomparable 
Pen of Mr. Molyneux, it is oblerved that 
Mr. Tolaud being thus made a Hereſiarcb, 
occalioacd every body to hunt for his 
Book, which was then very ſcarce; and 
his Enemies alſo took that Pretext of de- 
nominating all his Acquaintance To- 
landifts, how different ſoever they were 
from him, or one another in their Senti- 
ments f. Bur leſt the broaching of ſim- 
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See, An Apology for Mr. Tvland, pag. 7+ 
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ple Hereftzs ſhould nor ſerve the Turn, 
Mr. T:land muſt by all means be made 
the Head of a Lect, and of no ordinary 
one; for if you credit one of his Anta. 
goniſts* , he deſigned to be as famous an 
TImpoſtor as Mahomet. To confirm this 
Character, Which was well enough in. 
vented to amuſe the People 9 vain 
Terrors, there was a ridiculous Story 
handed about, that in the 1475 Year of 
his Age, he gravely declared he would 
be the Head of a Sect &er he was zo; 
and before he was 40, he ſhould make as 
great a Stir in the Commonwealth as 
Cromwell ever did. This Legendary. 
Report, ſome laboured to fulfil in part, 
that ſuperſtitious Folks might trepidly 
apprehend the Event of the reſt, For, 
fays Mr. Brown, The real Deſign of this 
Man is plainly no other, than what he 
formerly declared, and what he openty 
afefts to be, the Head of a Set f. The 
ſucceeding Step to this, was to make Mr, 
Toland a Feſuit ; and if ſo, fays the 
Apology, he's certainly the moſt dangerous 
of the Order, and began extremely be- 
times. He was not ſixteen Years old 
when he perceived, and renounced the 
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Errors of Popery ; for in 1687, he went 
from Regcaftle near London-Derry, to 
the College of Glaſcow in Scotland; and, 
upon his Departure from it, the Ma- 
giſtrates of that City gave him Recom- 
mendatory Letters, wherein they took 
articular Notice of his Affection ro the 

Proteſtant Religion. The Day before 
the memorable Battle of the Boyne, he 
was created Mafter of Arts at Edin- 
burgh, and received the uſual Zipioma 
or Certificate from the Profeſſors. Atter 
this, he went to the Univerſity of Leiden 
in Holland, to perfect his Studies; and 
upon his return from thence, ſpent ſome 
Time at Oxford, and at length came to 
London, where tis well known his Com- 
pany and Converſation were the fartheft 
in the World from being Jeſuitical. 
Not withſtanding the whole Series of his 
Education, as well as his own Genius, 
did thus run in the moſt oppolite Channel 
to Popery; yet in Treland that malicious 
Report gained upon ſome few, becauſe he 
happened to be brought up a Papift from 
his Childhood which was no more an 
Action of his own, than that he was 
born there. The laſt Efort, except the 
Charge of Sociniami ſiu, to blaſt him, was 
to make him pats for a rigid Noncon- 
formift; ſo his Countrymen treated him 
in this reſpect like his Majeſty's good 
I 2 Subjects 
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Subjects of Gugrn/cy, who, when they 
are in France, are called Fugliſb Rogues, 
and in England, French Dogs. | 

Tho Mr. Teland, my Lord, did fre. 
quently with the utmoſt Pleaſure ac. 
knowledge his Renunciation of Popery, 
yet he as freely declared that he never 
would condeſcend to court any Body 
of Men farther than he ſaw Ground for 
it; and to this Principle he reſolv'd to ad- 
here, tho it ſhould hazard the inevitable 
Ruin of his Fortune or Reputation wit" all 
Parties. But ſo warm were the Zealots who 
ordered Mr. Toland's Book to be burnt, 
that one Sas uin-Chriſtian averr'd, the 


Author cught to be burgt with it ; ano- 


ther ſaid, He ſhould be made to burn his 
Book with bis cwwn Hand; and a third 
deſired it ſhou:d be done before the Door 
of the Houſe, that he might have the 
Pleaſure of treading the Aſhes under 
his Feet. And accordingly, it under- 
went that Fate. | „ 

I forbear making any Remarks, either 
upon the Deſign of burning Boobs in 
general, or 276 in particular; nor will 
i ſhew, how fruitlets this fort of Pro- 
ceeding has prov'd in all Ages, ſince 
the Cuſtom was firſt introduced by 
Popiſh-Inquiſitors, who always per- 
formed Execution on the Boot when they 
could not ſeize the Author, whom — 

F 
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had deſtined to the Flames. Neither 
will I inſiſt upon the great Stop and 
Diſcouragement which this Practice 
brings to all Learning and Diſcoveries: 
but without farther igreſſhon, I ſhall 
now ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's Con- 
ſideration, whether ſuch Treatment can 
be thought Equitable, which reduces the 
Mind, as well as the Body, to the moſt 
abject Slavery. 

From the Fury of the Vi Houſe 
of Commons, Mr. Toland retired to 
Hollaud, and came from thence to 
England about rwo Years afterwards ; 


upon his arrival here, (as he informs us 


in his“ Vindicins Liberius, &c.) he 
heard that two t Books of his Compoſi- 
tion were under the Conſideration of a 
Committee of Convocation ; upon which 


| he ſent the following Letter to the 


Prolocutor, either to give ſuch Satiſ- 
faction as ſhould induce them to ſtop 
their Proceedings, or deliring to be heard 
in his own Defence before they paſs'd any 
Cenſure on his Writings. 
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For the Reverend Dr. Hooper, 
Dean of Canterbury, and Pro- 
locutor of the Lower Houſe of 


Convocation. 


Reverend Sir, 


I N the Poſt, which you fo deſervediy 
ſupply, "tis no wonder if you arg 
often addreſſed by Perſons (as I an) 
wholly unknown to you, tho Fame 
has made me no Stramer to your 
great Learning and Moderation. I 
have been informed by ſeveral Peoph, 
that the lower Houſe of Conyocation 
has ordered a Committee to examine 
what Books have been lately written or 
_ publiſhed againſt the Chriſtian Religion 
and the three Creeds, or to this Effect; 
and that, among many others, tuo 
Pieces, whereof I am the Author, are 
now under their Conſideration. That 
in thoſe Books there may be ſome ſin- 
gular Opinions, and ſuch as are nt 
authorized by the common Approbation, 
T will not deny: for 1 had not only the 
ſame Liberty with all others of writing 
in a free Country, but might alſo make 
what new Diſcoveries I was able, to- 
wards 
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wards the better underſtanding of Re- 
lizion, of Law, of Hiſtory, or any other 
Kaon And indeed he rifles ex- 
tremely with the World, who is not con- 
vinced, that, at leaſt, he makes Things 
clearer than they were ; if he explodes 
no vulgar Errors, detetts no dangerous 
Fallacies, nor adds any ſtronger Light 
or Proof to what was generally re- 
ceived before. Thoſe and ſuch like are 
the real or pretend:d Motives of all 
Authors. of Divines as wel! as others ; 
and they attually advance new Notions, 
Expolitions, and Hypotheſes in Zbeir 
Books every Day, without being decried 
for their Innovations, or ſuſpected to 
undermine Religion. *Tis not to be ſup- 
poſed therefore, that the Convocation zs 
diſpleaſed with me for differing ſome- 
times with others (which I can ſhow 
the moſt eminent of their Members to 
have done) but for writing, as it's 
given out, againſt the Chriſtian Re/igio 
or the Three Creeds. The Truth of this 
Charge IT peſitively deny, or that there is 
Reajon or Colour for it in any of my 
Books, Chriſtianity not Myſterious cap- 
not relate to the Three Creeds, ſince it 
docs not treat particularly of any 
Article; notwithſtanding that ſuch as 
newer (aw it are made to believe it 


directly attacks the Trinity, and openly 


daetend's 
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defends the Socinian Principles, whith th 
Author has always believed not only to be 
falſe, but alſo _ geroundleſs and ri. 
diculous. As for the Chriſtian Religion 


in general, that Book is fo far from 


calling it in Queſtion, that it was pur. 
poſely written for its Service, to defend 
it againſt the Imputations of Contra. 
diction and Obſcurity, which are fre- 
quently objected by its Oppoſers. There 
zs nothing blame-worthy in this Deſign, 
nor ought any Perſons to be angry with 
me for profeſſing that I underſtand the 
Chriſtian Religion, how myſterious ſperer 


it may ſeem to them: and, I am urs, 


the better any Man comprehenas a Thing, 
the more he has to ſay for it, and tht 
greater Reaſons to believe it. Some 
Paſſages in my Book, which were dif: 
puted, I have explained in an Apology 
apart : and were my Principle errone- 


ou, or my Performance inſufficient, yet 


my Intentions were Sound and Orthodox. 
As for Amyntor, every body knows 
how Mr. Blackall drew me in to write 
it, when no ſuch Purpoſe had ever en. 
tered into my Head before. This Book 
conſiſts of Matters of Fact, and ſome 
Obſervations oz them. The Facts are 


ail, or moſt of them, collected out of the 


Fathers of the Church, Men for who 
the Clergy profeſs a great Feneration 


and 


1 
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and the beſt Editions of their orb 
have been made or procured by Divines. 
at lies diſperſed and ſcattered iu thoſe 
Volumes, is neither better nor worſe, 
being cxtratted and laid together in 
their natural Order. But if the bars 
quoting” of Facts be any Fault, I may 
pretend, I hope, to as good Quarter as 


Mr. Dodwell ; not that I wou'd promote 


any Cenſure againſt that worthy Perſon, 
but that what is not reckoned amils in 
him, ay not be thought criminal jn me. 
But the Facts, I may reaſonably Juppoſe, 
are not likely to be made an Objettion to 
any body.; and I have even convinced my 
ver faves, that by the Spurious Pieces, 
mentioned in Milton's Life, I did not 
mean any Books of the New Teſtament. 
Tir confefſed, I have ſhown ſome Conſe- 
quences which have been drawn from the 
pretended Sacred Books, of which I have 
given a Catalogue in Amyntor; but that 
I approve of them there or any where 
elſe, does by no means appear. On the 
contrary, in the 65th Page, I affirm, 
that it had much more become Mr. 
BlackalPs Profeſſion to appear better ac- 
quainted with theſe Things, and com- 
mendaby to ſpend his Time in preventing 
the miſchievous Inferences which Fere- 
ticks may draw from hence, or to re- 


move the Scruples of doubting but fin- 
| A cere 
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cere Chriſtians, than fo publickly to vent 


4 


his Malice againſt a Man that never 
injured him, &c. Ard as to ſome Re- 
mains of the Apoltles, which the Fathers 
thought mungqueſtronably theirs, and 
whereof I had ſo favourable an Opinion 
as to ofer ſome Arguments t6 prove them 
genuine ; yet, in the 58th Page, I de- 
clare, that I ſhall not be too haſty to 
make a final Deciſion of this Matter 
with myſelf, leſt I incur the dreadful 
Curſe which the Author of the Revela- 
tion pronounces againſt ſuch as ſhall add 
or take away from that Book, Let Mr. 
Blackall be aſſured, that, if he mult 
needs have me to be a Heretick, I am 
not unteachable; tho I would not have 
it reputed Obſtinacy, it I ſhould not ſur- 
render without ſatisfactory Reaſons, In- 
ſtead therefore of Cenſuring and Calum: 
niatiug (which ought not to be reckoned 
Virtues in any Order of Men, and leaſt 
of all ta the Miniſters of the Goſpel) let 
ſuch as are better inlightened endeavour 
to extricate the Frroneous out of theſe 
or the like Difficulties, &c. This 1s 


what I thought neceſſary to ſuggeſt in 


general concerning thoſe tewo Pieces 
mize, which have been made the Occaſion 
of ſo much Noiſe. I was but five and 
twenty Nears old when I wrote the firſt, 
which ought to be excuſe enough for any 
| unadoi ſed 
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unadviſed Expreſſions; and the laſt I 
was plainly forced to publiſh in my own 
Vindication, having been openly traduced 
to the Honturable Houle of Commons. 
For many imptrtant Reaſons I haze 
firmly reſolved never bereafter to inter- 
meddle in any Religious Controverſies, 
but to keep myſelf (as now J am) very 
eaſy and contented; provided always I 
be not conſtrained (as before) to write 
in my juſt Defence, which J ſhall think 
myſelf more obliged to do in relation to 
the Animadverſions of a publick Body, 


than againſt any private Perſon, how con- 


ſiderable ſoever. There is nothing leſs 
equitable or more ineffetiual than con- 
emmning of Books by Wholeſale, without 
aſſigning the particular Places which 
contraditt Religion, the Laws, or good 


Manners. T1 could cafily ſhow the ill 


Effects of ſuch Proceedings in Convo- 
cations aud other Eccleſiaſtick Aſſemblies 


in all Ages, were I not ſure that you 
underſtand the Hiſtory of theſe Things 


much better than 1 can JE to do. T- 


have collected occaſionally in my Reading, 
ſuch Paſſages as relate to the expungine, 
caſtrating, ſuppreſſing, burning, or other 
Ways of cenjuring © Books among the 
Heathens, Jews, Chriſtians aud Maho- 
merans: And were ſuch Materials di- 
geſted into a Volume on this Subject, to 

K 2 repre- 
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repreſent the Matter at one View to the 
Reader, the World would be aſtoniſhed 
at moſs of the Circumſtances; which 
convinces me, that the lefs of this is 


prattijed, the better it is, and more for 
the Honour of Religion. This IT ſay not 


with Regard to myſelf, being prepared 


for whatever happens ; but were it bo- 


"coming me to adviſe a Perſon ſo much 


my Superiour in all reſpetts, I would 
Are you to countenance as little as may 
be againſt others, a Thing which has all 
the Appearance of Severity to make the 
Party oaicus that wſec it, and none of 
the intended Ffetts to reconcile or inti- 
midate, but rather to provoke their 
Enemies. There are other Methods mere 
juſt and reaſonable to fecure the Eſta- 
bliſked Religion, of eobich 1 can my 
fetf a 5lember, as finding it, after due 
Conſideration, to be the beſt in the Torld, 
tho in many Reſpctts coming fhort of 
Perfetiwun. It will z:0t be long before 
T have Ofportunity 10 acquaint the 


Public with my Reaſons for this Pro- 


felſiom, both to undeceive thoſe who are 
pleaſed to queſtion iy Religion in ge- 
ucral, and becauſe I adhered to 10 
peculiar Society before, but only occaft- 
onally joined with all Proteſtants in- 
aiferently, againſt the Superſtition, 
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not to digreſs, (when this Letter is but 
too prolix already) tho the Convocation 
pretends to no Authority over Men's 


Perſons, yet, if you think fit to intimate © 
pour Deſire of any farther Sati faction 


in theſe Matters, I hall readily wait 
on you wherever you pleaſe to appoint 
me. In the mean Time, I hope you'll 
attribute nothing I have ſaid to any 
greater Aſſurance, than what T ought to 
have of my own Innocence, and your 
Juſtice. If I have been miſunformed 
about the Proceedings of your Houſe, I 
beg pardon for giving you this Trouble ; 
but if the Matter of Fatt be true, I 
have done no more than is neceſſary. 
Wiſhing therefore a happy 1 70 
the Determinations of that Aſſembly, 
where you make the greateſt Figure, I 
am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Your molt humble Servant, 


Jo. Toland. 


* To this Letter the Prolocutor was 
* pleaſed to ſend me a ſhort Anſwer ; 
containing, That my Information was 
1 
true about the Committee, and that 
; they had come to ſome Reſolutions 
* ; about 


communicate my Letter to the Aflembly 


Satisfaition ; or, that if they proceeded 


70 The LIFE of 


© about my Book, which they were ex. 
© pefted to report ſuddenly-: That his 
© Bulineſs was to manage the D<bates of 
the Houſe, and to moderate any Dif. 7 
* putes that might ariſe about wordiag MI ,, 


their Queſtions; in which Caſes, if he F 


might be capable, he concludes with II ,. 
his Offers to ſerve me. As well there. I ,, 
* fore to juſtify myſelf from the different ll c 
© Reports about my firſt Letter, as toil ,, 
© leave them no Colour or Pretence of 95 
* not fully underſtanding my Deſign, ! 
thought fit, after due Conſideration, to 
* fend him this ſecond Letter. | 


Reverend Sir, 
T hankfully acknowledge the civil 
Ofers in your Anſwer ; nor did I 
doubt before of your uſtice, tho I could 
pretend no Title to your Favour either 
by Friendſhip or Merit. But you ſcen 
70 miſtake my Deſien, for I wrote 1 
you as a publick Perſon, in order 10 


over which you preſide, or at leaſt 10 
the Committee; that in ſo doing 1 
might gice them full Information and 


to any Cenſure, it ſhould be a part i 
my Defence. My Rejolutions of Silente 
about theſe or the like Matters for te 


future are honeſtly meant, and . "g 
| 2 
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fxed a long Time before the Meeting of 
the Convocation, as ſome Perſons. of 
great Worth and Honour can teſtify. 
This is all that could be expettcd from 
one who .cannot be brought to recant 
thoſe Errors which he never held, bow- 
wer uncharitably imputed to him by 
others. As the Deference I paid to the 
Convocation 7s h more than their Due, 


and the fartheſt imaginable from 


Soothing ;, ſo 1 77 4 body . takes for 
Rudeneſs, what I was obliged to [ay in 
iy own Vindication. Flattery is as 
much hela xte, as it is above me to me- 
nace : but in dealing plainly within the 
Bounds of gvod Manners, I can never 
diſpenſe with myſelf. The ſpace of a 
Month fhall convince the World of my 
Sincerity in performing what I promiſed 
you ewith reſpett to the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, ewhieh I really think to be the 
bet National Conſtitution on Earth, and 
admirably ſuited to our Cicil Gocern- 
ment : and if my judgment in this or 
any other Caſe may be thought of any 
Weight, it is more becoming me to declare 
it new, than at any Time of my Life before. 
But, referring to what 1 ſhall * publiſh oz 
this Subjett, J deſire the Facour of you 


to impart this and my former Letter to 


tr 


* In Anglia Libera, Sec 14. 
our 


the whole Diſcourſe, nor any part of it, 


90 
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your Houſe, if they continue reſolved 1 


Cenſure y Books. And for the reſt, 1 
queſtion not but you, in particular, will 


att anſwerably to your great Charatter, 


in purſuance of your Truſt for the In 
tereſt of Religion, the Honour of the 


Church of England, and with uo ill 


Intentions towards, 


[ 


Reverend Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


70. Toland. 


* Having received no Anſwer to this 
© Letter (which I now underſtand was 
© no more communicated to the Houle 
than the Other) I took ir for granted that 


© T had given them intire Satisfaction 


© both as to my Writings and Principles. f 

But, my Lord, we find all Mr. To- 
land's Endeavours proved ineffectual ; for 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation drew 
up a Repreſentation againſt him to 
the Upper Houſe, wherein following 
the Example of their Iriſh Brethren, 
they condemned Chriſtianity not Myſte- 
rious as an Atheiſtical Piece; tho neither 


1 


+ See Vindicius Liberius, pag. 34. 
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can have any Sonſe or Meaning but as 
they are founded on the Being of a 
Deicy. I dare ſay, your Lordſhip will 
concur with me, that People ought to be 
very tender and reſerved in accuſing a 
Man of any Thing chat manifeſtly turns 
to his Diſadvantage; bur making one 
paſs for a Traytor, a Parricide, or Mur- 
derer, are nothing, even in the Eyes of 
the World, ro charging him ' with 
Atheiſm: tor ſuch a Perſon is not only 
juitly looked upon as one that has- no 
Reaton or Reflection, but likewiſe as 
under no Ties of Conſcience, - of Obliga- 
tions or Oaths, when he has an Oppor- 
tunity of doing Miſchief; and ſo not to 
be truſted 1a any private or publick 
Capacity, Beſides that, a great many 
People, when they are confidently told 
by choſe on whoſe Judgment and Sin- 
cerity they depend (ſuch as their Spi- 
ritual- Guides) that any Man is an 
Atheiſt, they prefently conclude him 


Guilty of all choſe Immoralities, which 


they take to be the Natural Conſequences 
of his. Opinion; and, without farther Ex- 
amination, they actually charge him with 
all the ill Thiags that come into their 
Heads. This is taken on Truſt by others; 
and ſo let the Perſon be Innocent as a Child, 
yet his Vindication will never probably 


reach ſo many as are prejudiced againſt 
him, 
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him, and his crafty Enemies thus ſecurely 


gratify their Malice or Revenge. Ji. 
no matter for Truth, calumniate ſtout, 


ſomething will flick. I ſhall conclude 
this Article, with the Author's ost ſo. 
lemn Proteftation, ſubmitting it to the 
Judgment of every Reader, to belicve 
it real or feigned, as his Heart (hall 
dictate to him Mr. Touland's Words 
ate theſe : - | 

I ſolemnly profeſs to the World, and 
© make my Appeal to Heaven, that in 
© writing Chriſtianity not Myſterious, I 
© neither doubted mylſclf of rhe Wiſdom, 
Good neſs, or Power of God; nor in the 
leaſt intended to bring others into 
any Scruples about his Attributes or 
* Exiſtence; and, whatever Errors or 
© Miſtakes there may be in chat Treatiſe, 
* yer I challenge all my Accuſers to dif- 
cover any Thing in the ſame, directly 
* or indireQly, expreſſed or implied, as 
© tending to Atheiſm, which I execrate 
and abhor from the Bottom of my Soul; 
* or if any of the Lower Houſe thought 
* me to be truly guilty of this moſt het- 
* nous of all Crimes, why would they aot 
* hear me at my own Requeſt, when I 
might either vindicate myſelf from this 
* foul Aſperſion, or be thoroughly con- 


* vinced gf ſo dangerous an Error in ſuch 
- 
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© numerous and learned Aſſembly of 
* Divines ? * 

The Anſwer to this Queſtion, my Lord, 
being only proper for the Clergy to give; 
I ſhall next proceed to lay before your 
Lordſhip, his Letters to Serena, the Oc- 
caſions of writing which, he thus ſeve- 
rally accounts for: 042. The Subject of 
the Firſt Letter, is, The Origin and Force 
of Prejudices, not from their Phyſical, 
but their Moral Cauſes. The Occaſion 


was, upon producing that Paſſage of 
Cicero (lib. 1. De Leg.) where he ſays, 


Neither Parents, or Nurſe, or School- 
* Maſter, or Poet, or Play-Houſe, de- 
* praves our Senſes, nor can the Conſent 
* of the Multitude 9uz/Jead tbem : but all 
* ſorts of Traps are laid to ſeduce our 
* Underſtandings, either by iboſe whom 
J juſt now mentioned, zwho when they 
receive ug tender and ignorant, infett 
* and bend us as they peaſe; or elſe by 
that Pleaſure which lies ſo deeply 
* rooted in every one of our Senſes, the 
* pretended Follower of Good, but the 
real Mother of all Evils, corrupted by 
wh oſe AHlluremeutt, we do not ſuffici- 
*ently diſtinguiſh zhoſe Things that are 
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- Senſus noſtros non Parens, non Nutrix, non Ma- 
ziſter, non Poeta, non Scena depravat, &c. 
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good by Nature, becauſe they want 
this Streſs and Tirillation.” Upon 


this Paſſage Mr. Toland has drawn an 


agreeable and lively Picture, of the 
Prejudices in all Conditions of Men, 
We no ſooner fee the Light, ſays he, 
* but the grand Cheat begins ro delude 
© us from every Quarter,” The very 
Midwife hands the Child into the World 
with ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, nor is the 
Prieſt behind hand, to initiate him be. 
times into his Service, by pronouncing 
certain Forms of Words as ſo many pow- 
erful Charms, &c. thereby ſecuring him 
as his own Right and Property tor the 
future. This ſhows how early thoſe 
about him begin to infect him (it they 
could) with their own Miſtakes, and 
how induſtriouſly every one with whom 
he has afterwards to do, endeavours to 
deprave his Reaſon from the very begin- 


ning; ſo that not remembering when, or 


where, or how he came by many of his No- 
tions, he is tempted to believe that they pro- 
ceed from Nature itſelf, and is aſtoniſhed 
to find that any ſhould call the Truth of 
them in Queſtion. Nay, ſo far does the 
Seducement reach, that, when he is 
tranſmitted from the Nurſe to the Scho 


Maſter, being dinned in the Ears with 


Stories of Demons, Witches, and Appa- 
ritions, he is brought to Think, * 
e 
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he is But puzzled, that he is convinced, 
and greedily ſwallows what he cannot 
comprehend. From School, he is at- 
tended ro the Unizer/ity, and from 
thence, enters the Publick Scenes of 
Life; in paſſing through which, (as is 
obſerved in the concluſion of this Let- 
ter) every one is wholly ſecured by a 
right Uſe of his Underſtanding againſt 
all 7//1fcors, and content with what he 
already knows, and pleaſed with New 
Diſcoveries, without thinking himſelf 
concern'd in things inſcrutalle; nor led 
like a Beaſt by Authority or Paſſion, but 
gining Law to his own Actions as a free 

ard reaſonable Man. | 
The Second Letter contains The 
Hiſtory of the Soul's Immortality among 
the Heathens; occaſioned by recom- 
mending to a Lady the peruſal of a 
French Tranſlation of Plato's Phedo. 
She wondered that the reading of that 
Book could add any Force to Cato's 
Reſolution of laying violent Hands on 
himſelf; acknowledging that ſhe found 
little cogent E idence, and a world of 
precarious Supnoſitions, throughout that 
whole tedious Dialogue. Mr. Toland 
aſſured] her, that Divine Authority was 
the ſureſt Anchor of our Hope, and the 
beſt, if not the only Demonſtration of the 
Souls Immortality. In this Letter, he 
aſcertains 
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aſcertains the Time when this Opinion 
begun among the Heathens, and ſhows 
the gradual: Progreſs of it through all 
the Parts of the Earth then known, toge- 
ther with the true Original of the Poetical 
Fables concerning the Fly/za7z Fields, the 
Rivers, Judges, Gates, and Ferry-Man 
of Hell, of Souls being diſquieted for 
want of orderly Burial, and manifeſt 
Proofs that the ancient Egyptiaus were 
the genuine Fountains of all Learning 
and Religion to the Heathen World, 
He has likewiſe proved, that the Opinion 
of the Soul's Immortality had not its 
beginning from the Philoſophers, as ma- 
king ſuch an Inference from the Sponta- 
neous Motions, Reaſoning, or Speech of 
Men; bur, on the contrary, he has ſhown 
x this Notion among the Heathens to have 
l been firſt taken up by the Mob, popular 
| Traditions often becoming the Doctrines 
| of Philoſophers, who ſtrive to ſupport 
| by good Reaſons what the others begun 
wich zone, or very bad ones. The 
lf * Druids (ſays he) who taught the 
i * Tranſmigration of Souls, borrowed 
| © their Letters from the Greets, and 
„ probably their Philoſophy, as Julius 
| | © Ceſar in expreſs Words informs us. 
| This might eaſily be done by means of 
the moit ancient Greet Colony of 
Marſeilles, famous for Arts and Learn- 
7 ing. 
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ing. They might have a Communica- 
tion with thoſe of the Greciaz Country 
and Religion behind them in Tah. 
And from their Neighbours the Germans, 
(who are often comprehended under the 
Name of Celis, as well as. themſelves) 
they might likewiſe receive the Doctrine 
of Zamoixis. But, however this could 
happen, Lucas in the firſt Book of his 
Pharſalia, ſings of the Druids, and 
thoſe Nations in this manner. 


The Druids now, while Arms are heard no more, 
Old Myſteries, and barb"rous Rites reſtore: 

A Tribe who ſingular Religion love, 

And haunt the lonely Coverts of the Grove. 

To theſe, and theſe of all Mankind alone, 
The Gods are ſure reveal d, or ſure unknown. 
If dying Mortals Dooms they ſing aright, 
No Ghoſts deſcend to dwell in dreadful Night : 
No parting Souls to griſly Pluto go, 

Nor ſeek the dreary filent Shades below - 

But forth they fly Immortal in their Kind, 
And other Bodies in new Worlds they find. 
Thus Life for ever runs its endleſs Race, 

And like a Line, Death but divides the Space, 
A Stop which can but for a Moment laſt, 

A Point between the Future and the Paſt. 


Thrice happy they beneath their Northern Skies, 
Who that worſt Fear, the Fear of Death, deſpiſe ; 


Hence 


will find The Origin 0 


0 2 — — 
— — — — 
— — — 


80 The LIFE of 


Hence they no Cares for this frail Being feel, 
But ruſh undaunted on the pointed Steel ; 
Provoke approaching Fate, and bravely ſcorn 
Jo ſpare that Life which muſt ſo ſoon return. 
ROWE 


This was the Notion of the Sou, In 
mortality, among thoſe People who were 
not illuminated by Divine Revelation. 
They had ſeveral Diſputes about the So 
Pre- exiſtence, Duration, Eſſence, and 
the Manner and Time of its coming int. 
the Body, its leaving of it, and their 
Union together. Nor have the Modery 
Philoſophers ſucceeded any better than 


the Ancients, and among both of them, 


ſcarce any Teo were of a Mind; © where 
© as, in my Opinion (ſays Mr. Toland) the 


* Moderns have not the ſame right to ex- 


© amine this Matter as the Arcients, but 
© ought humbly to acquieſce in the Autho- 
* rity of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who 
brought Life and Immortality to light. 
In the Third Letter, your Lordihip 
f Taolatry, ex- 

plained after a very different manner 
from what is commonly received. There 
alſo we may read the firſt Cauſes of 
the Heathen Temples, Priefts, and Al- 
tars, their Feaſts, and Sacrifices; of 
Images, Statues, and Tutelary Powers; 
of Ghoſts, Spectres, Oracles, Magich 
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and Judiciary Aſtrology; with the Reaſons 
how People came to imagine that Hea- 
ven (or the Palace of the Good) was 
over their Heads, and that Hell (or the 
Priſon of the Wicked) was under their 
Feet; why they look up when they Pray, 
and ſeveral other Things of this Nature, 
for which it is generally imagined no Ac- 
count can be given beſides Cuſtom, or 
that in the Abyſs of Time, and under 
the Ruins of proper Monuments, ſuch 
Originals are irrecoverably buried. Rea- 
ſons are likewiſe\ given in this Letter 
for the principal of the Heathen Rites, 
the odd Deſcriptions _ have made of 
their Deities, the ungodlike Hiſtories they 
relate of their Act ions, and other Parti- 
cularities which have been long regarded 
as the Fictions of Poets, or the Extra- 
vagancies of Human Imagination, but 
no way to be probably reduced to the 
Exactneſs of Hiſtory. And laſt of all 
is explained the Threefold Diviſion of 
the Heathen Theology into Natural, 
Civil, and Poetical, with the Allegorical 
Interpretation of their Myſteries, and a 
Parallel of their Practices with the Cor- 
ruptions of Chriſtianity; whereby it 
appears, that in all Ages, Superſtition 1s 
attually the ſame, however the Names of 


it may ovary. From what he had be- 


fore obſerved concerning the Origin of 
A |: Ghoſts 
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Ghoſts and Aftrology among the Hea- 
thens, he now produces this beautiful 
| Paſſage of Lucan, to ſhow that they 
| were addicted to all manner of Dijvina- 
| tion and Magick. 


- — 
— 


Of all the Fitting Shadows of the Slain, 

Fate doubts which Ghoſt ſhall turn to Life again. 
At her firong Bidding (ſuch is her Command) 
Armies at once had left the Stygian Strand; 
| Hell's Multitudes had waited on ker Charms, 

| And Legions of the Dead had ris u to Arms. 

b| Among the dreadful Carnage ſtrew'd around, 

| One, for her purpoſe ft, at length ſhe found; 

4 In his pale Jaws a ruſty Hook ſhe hung, 

i And draggid the wretched lifeleſs Load along: 
i „ Anon, beneath a craggy Cliff ſbe ſtaid, 

| And in a dreary Delve her Burthen laid; 

i There everniore the wicked Fitch deli gts, 


i To do her Deeds accurs d, aid prattiſe hellifh 
il Rites f. 
ROWE. 


This whole Diſſertation is a memorable 
Proof and Inſtance to what an aſtoniſh- 
jag degree of Extravagance human Na- 
ture is capable of arriving. But if any 
ſhould wonder how Men could leave the 
direct and eaſy Path of Reaſon to wan- 


—_—S_ 


7 Quis labor hic ſuperis, & Lucan, Lib. VI. 
85 der 
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der in ſuch inextricable Mazes, let him 
but conſider how in very many and con- 
ſiderable Regions the plain Inſtitution of 

efus Chriſt could degenerate into the 
moſt abſurd Doctrines, unintelligible 
Jargon, ridiculous Practices, and inex- 
plicable Myſteries : and how almoſt in 
every corner of the World, Religion and 
Truth could be changed into Superſtition 


and Prieitcratt. 


The other Pieces 1n this Volume, are 
two Philoſophical Letters. The Firſt 
was ſent to an exceſſive Admirer of 
Spinoſa, one wholly addicted to his 
Principles, and reputed the beſt of an 
to underftand his Syſtem. This Gentle- 
man having been aſſured by Mr. Toland, 
that the whole Fabrick of that Philoſophy 
was without any ſolid Foundation; of 
which he laying immediate hold, would 
© never (/ays he) let me be quiet, till, 
© getting leiſure enough in a lonely Coun 
© try-Retirement, I wrote this Letter, 
© Being a Perſon of extraordinary Can- 
© dour, he freely acknowledged Spin 
© to be defective in that Point, and conſe- 
* quently in all that depended on it; 
tho he had never obſerved fo much be- 
© fore, and ſome other $pi9/s/ts ſhowed 
the ſame Ingenuity,” But he freely ac- 
knowledges the dillike your Lordſhip ex- 
preſſed of the latter part of that Letter, 

M 2 wherein 
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wherein he declared his own Opinion, 
that Motion is efſential to Matter 10 
leſs than Extenſion, and that Matter 
neither ever was, nor ever can be, a ſlug. 
giſh, dead, and inactive Lump, or in a 
State of abſolute Repoſe. 

To the ſeveral Objections, my Lord, 
you were pleaſed to make, he (informs 
us that he) returned diſtinct Anſwers in tl 
the Second Letter upon this Subject, and | 
thus argues from it. For the Apo. his 
_ © logies T make about maintaining a 1 L. 

: Modes ſo flatly oppoſite both to the © P 
* Ancients and Moderns, the Reader will * at 
© be convinced that my Opinion is no: Þ R 
© chargeable with any of thoſe ill Con- A 
* ſequences to which at firſt Sight it n 
may ſeem obnoxious : for I fancy I have pl 
made it very clear, that Motion is but ne 
Matter under a certain Conſideration, 1 
© tho it does not imply or exhauſt the att: 
© whole Idea of Matter, no more than Art 
« Extenſion does. Indeed it would rad 
be a Contradict ion that Motion was el inju 
« ſential to Matter, and yet that only ti 
« ſome parts of Matter, and on certain 
© Occaſions, were endowed with a Power 
of moving themſelves ; whereas Matter 
© may as well be ſometimes without Ex 
tenſios as without Motion, if there be 
* any weight in my Allegations; tho nei 
* ther this, nor that, nor any other par 

© riculal 
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© ticular Direction of its Motion be eſ- 
© ſential to it, but left to che ordinary 
« Determinations of the mutual Action 
, Bodies on one another, or to the 
© immediate Power, and moſt wiſe Pur- 
© poſe of Almighty God. But to ſay that 
© God may take Motion from Matter, 
tho it were E ential to it, is to ſay, 
© that he can make it 20 Matter.” 

He well obſerves in the Concluſion of 
his Preface, that there is nothing ix theſ 
Letters but what may be read without 
paſſion by thoſe of all Parties, Sects, 


and Factions. Theſe are only innocent 


© Reſearches into the venerable Ruins of 
* Antiquity, or ſhort Eſſays in Philoſophy 
not calculated to offend any, but to 


© pleaſe all; and to Divert, if they are 


not capable to Inſtruct. 

The High-Church Clergy having again 
attacked Mr. Tolaud, I ſhall cloſe this 
Article, my Lord, with his true Cha- 
racter of Dr. Sacheverel! (who had very 
injuriouſly traduced him in a Libel, in- 
titled, The Charatter of a Low-Church- 


man) That Perſon, ſays he, has pleaſed 


ſo very few by his furious and intem- 
perate way of Prong: not to [peak of 
his want of Knowledge as well as want 
of Civility, and indeed the very Deſigu 
of his Libel as (0 extremely wicked, to 
oppreſs SOME, and to divide us A — 

Hat 
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that without regard to him, or thoſe of 
his Kidney, I may venture to declare 
elf a Low-Churchman az Home, and 
an Occalional Conformiſt with the Pro. 
teſtants abroad. | X 

Upon all Points of Controverſy, your 
Lordi knows Mr. Toland's uſual De- 
claration to have been, That he never 
was over confident of his own Judg. 
ment: I ſhall ever pay, ſays He, all 
© reaſonable Deference and Submiſſion to 
* the deliberate, ſerious, prudent, impar- 
© tial and peaceable Deliberations of any 
Society of Men; but yet without they 
< inlighten my Underſtanding, and con- 
© vince my Judgment, it is impoſſible for 
© me to give them my Aſſent in perplexed 
or dubious Matters, much leſs to be 
* {way'd in any Thing by their bare Au— 
« thority againſt the clear Perſuaſton of my 

© own Mind.“ | 
Buch were the Sentiments of the u. 
mortal Tillotſon | who, in his admirable 
Sermon concerning Stedfaſtneſs in Re- 
ligion, declares, that it ig neither Iumo- 
de ſey, nor a culpable Singularity, for a 
Man to fland alone in the Defence of 
the Truth. For, adds that venerable 
Prelate in the ſame Diſcourſe, — JF all 
the great Mathematicians of all Ages, 
Archimedes and Euclid, and Appollo- 
nius, and Diophantus, Oc. could be ſup- 

poſed 


Mr. Joann TolAN D. 87 
poſed' to meet. together in a General 
Council, and. ſbould: there declare in the 
m, ſolemn manner, and give it under 


their Hands and Seals, that twice Two. 


did:not make Four, but Five, this woulF. 
not move me in the leaſt to be of their 
Mind. Nay, I, who am no Mathemas 


tician, would maintain the contrary. 


and would: perfs/t iu it, without being 
in the leaſt ſtartled by the poſetive Opi- 
nion of theſe great and learned Men: 
and ſhould moſs certainly conclude, that 
they were cither. all of them out of their 
Wits, or that they were biaſed by ſome 
Intereſt: or other, and ſwayed: againſt 
the clear Evidence of Truth, and the 
full Convittion of their own Reaſon, to 
make ſuch a Determination as this. 
They might indeed over-rule the Point 
by their Authority; but, in my Inward 
Judgment, 7:/hould /till be where I was 
before. And to ſhow that a Man ought 
not to be put out of Countenance by 
the Name of a Church, or be borne 
down by the Number of a Council, the 
concurring Judgment of Mr, Hooker with 
Archbiſhop Tllot ſon, cannot be enough 
deſervedly admired. Atho Ten Thou- 
ſand General Councils (ſays that moſt 
learned Divine) ſhould ſet down one and 
the ſame Definitive Sentence concerning 
any Point of Religion what ſcever, yer 
one demonſirative Reaſon alledged, or 

| | | 2 
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one Teſtimony cited from the Word of God 
himſelf to the contrary, could not chuſe 
but overſway them all : inaſmuch as 
for them to be deceived, is not ſo in. 
poſſible, as it is that demonſtrative Rea- 
ſon, or divine Teftimony, ſhould Deceioe. 
And again, That the Authority of Men 
ſhould prevail with Men, either again 
or above Reaſon, is no part of our 
Belief. Companies of learned Men, tho 
they be never ſo Great and Reverend, 
are to yield unto Reaſon, the Meigbt 
whereof is no whit prejudiced by the 
Simplicity of the Perſon which doth 
allodge lit; but being found to be ſound 
and good, the bare Opinion of Men to 
the contrary muſt of neceſſity ſtoop and 
give place f. This he conceives to be 
the Judgment of the Church of Eneland 
as well as his own; ſo did Cramer, 
Jewel, Chillingworth, with the moſt ap- 
plauded and reſpetted Writers ſince the 
Reformation. | 

The next Pieces, my Lord, which fall 
under Conſideration, are his Nazarenus 
and Tetradymus; but the Objections to 
the farmer of them being ſo recent, and the 
latter being the Subject of a Controverſy 
now on foot, I ſhall leave the Points there - 
in treated ot, to be debated by the Parties 


— 


t See, Eccleſiaſtical Polity, pag. 25, 26, & ſeq. 
imme- 


Lond 


- 
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diately concerned: Nor dare JI ven- 
ture to give any other Account of the = 
Pantheiſticon, than barely a recital of - 
the Title of it, (in the Catalogue of | 
Mr. Toland's Works hereynto annexed) | 
leſt I ſhould be Rtigmatzzed with the 
opprobrious Name of a Free-Thinker in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Senſe of that Denomi- 
nation; tho I ſhall ever be proud to own. 
it as an honourable Characteriſtick among 
thoſe of your Lordſhip's unerring Judg- 
ment. 

Having thus, y Lord, gone through 
the moſt conſiderable of Mr. Tolazd's 
Writings, there yet remains about half 1} 
a dozen ſmall Political Pamphlets, moſt | 
of which, as they relate to ſome Points 

he afterwards more largely diſcuſſed, I 

have thought the bare mention of them 
ſufficient: And as I was out of Town 

for fome Months before his late violent 
Indiſpoſition, I muſt refer your Lordſhip 
to the Account I received from our ſincere 


= 4 
— ES ad. i. = 


— —ñ—ůcI— — ᷑— — — 


Friend Mr. — , who was with him 
cat the Time of his Departure, I am, 
| My Lord, 


| With the profoundeſt Reſpef, 


| Mur Lordſhip's moſt obedient . 
f Buunble Servant, &c. 


To 


London, May 10. 1723. 
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To A 


St. , 
5 1 R, March . . 


OOR Tiland 10 breathed his laſt 
| and on the 1375 Inſtant, his Re- 

mains were decently Interred in the 
Church-yard of Putney. He had, as I 
am told, for about four Years paſt, lived 
a recluſe Life at a Carpenter's Houſe in 
that Village. A ſevere Rheumatiſm had 
hung long upon Him, which turaing to 
the Black-Faundice, attended with a 
Fever, proved Mortal to him about three 
of the Clock on Sunday Morning, the 
11th Inſtant, in the 534 Year of his 
— — 
He behaved himſelf throughout the 
whole Conrſe of his Sickneſs with a 
Philoſophick Patience, an entire Reſig- 
nation to the Divine Will, and was tho- 
roughly ſenſible of his approaching Dif: 
ſolution : For, upon his appearing ſome- 
what more than ordinary chearful, the 
Day before he died, and my telling him 
that I hoped he was better; he replied 


quick upon me, Sir, I havo no ** 
˖ 
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but in God *. A few Minutes before he 
expired, looking earneſtly at ſome Friends 
that were in the Room, and being asked 
if he wanted any thing, he anſwered 


with the greateſt Reſolution, 7 wart no- 
thing but Death. He had ſome Hours 
before his Departure delivered the Keys 


of his Trunk to our valuable and Wor- 
thy Friend Mr. J/——, and before Wit- 
neſs conſigned to Him all his printed 
Books both there and elſewhere, toge- 
ther with his Manuſcripts, as a ſmall 
Token of his Gratitude for the many 
Favours he had received from Him. His 
Landlady told me, that Mr. J/——- had 
been ſo very kind to promiſe the Dif. 
charge of his Debts, had ordered the 
Ground to be marked where he was 


buried, and expreſſed his Intention of 


putting a Stone over him. As you 
have often remarked, the Clamours 


* Aqreeable to this Expreſſien, was his Declaration in bis 
Nazarenus, pag. 69. For my own part, (s he) I rea- 
* dily acknowledge, that no Man can merit any thing 
© of God by his good Works, be they ever ſo many or 
* great ; and that whatever hereceives,is by mcer Grace 
© and Mercy, even the beſt of us being, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
8 ing U,:profitable Servant. 3 

Ard in another Place, I appeal (ſays be) to all mode- 
© rate, ſerious and learned Divines not biaſſed, whether 
I have ever ſhown by any of my Writings chat I am 


© an Enemy to Religion, tho avowedly 10 to Superſtition, 


© Religion pure and perfect, as it was originally taught, 
© without the corrupt Additions and Alterations of igno- 
* rant or intereſted Perſons, I boti profeſs and recom- 
* mend, Preface to Tetradymus, Page xvli. 


2 againſt 


— — >, = 
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againſt his Writings, were wholly un- 
deſerved, and proceeded chiefly from 

. thoſe Upſtarts who envied his Learning, 
from ſome inſolent conceited Prieſts, or 
from thoſe bigotted Enthuſiaſts who never 
read them, or could not have underſtood 
them if they had. | 


T heartily wiſh, that all thoſe Perſons 

who ſo readily give into the vile practice 

of Calumniating the Memories of ſuch 

as differ from them in their narrow con- 
fined Notions of Things, would ſeriouſly . 

lay that moſt excellent Scripture Caution 

to heart, Let him that is. free from Sin, 

caſt the firſt Stone. 


Jam, Sir, 


Durs, &c. 


ir 
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Mr. Toland's Works in their 
true Order, as they are mentioned 
in the Hiſtory of his Life. 


= E Life of John Milton, .con- 


taining, beſides the Hiſtory of 
his Yorks, ſeveral extraordinary Cha- 
raters of Men and Books, Sefts, Par- 


ties and Opinions, 820. Price 2 5s. 6 d. 


II. Amyntor : or, A Defence of Mil. 
tom's Lic. Containing, 1. A General 
Apology for all Writings of that kind, 
2. A Catalogue of Books attributed in 
the Primitive Times to Feſus Chriſt, 
his Apoſtles, and other eminent Perſons : 
With ſeveral important Remarks and 


Obſervations relating to the Canon of 


Scripture. 3. A compleat Hiſtory of the 
Book, intitled, Icon Baſili ke, proving 
Dr. Gauden, and not King Charles the 
Firſt, ro be the Author of it: With an 
Anſwer to all the Facts alledged by Mr. 
Nag ſtaſe to the contrary ; and to the 

Exceptions 


W—_ 


94 A Catalogue of 
Exceptions made againſt my Lord An. 
gleſey's Memorandum, Dr. Walker's Book, 
or Mrs. Gauden's Narrative, which laſt 
Piece is now the firſt Time publiſhed at 
large, 820. Price 2s. 64, 


III. An exact Account of the Life of 


James Harrington. Prefixed to his Works. 
Collected into one Volume in Polio. 


Price 1 /. 


IV. Anglia Libera : or, The Limita- 
tion and Succeſſion of the Crown of 
England explained and aſſerted ; as 
grounded on his Majeſty's Speech 
The Proceedings — Parliament - The 
Deſires of the People — The Safety of 
our Religion —— The Nature of our 
Conſtitution. The Ballance of Europe 
and the Rights of all Mankind. 80. Pr. 3 s. 


V. An Account of the Courts of Pruſ- 
fia and Hanover, ſent to a Miniſter of 
State in Holland. In which are con- 
tained the CharaRers of the Ele&or of 
Hanover, now King of England; The 
Electoral Prince, Duke of Cambridge; 
and others of chat Illuſtrious Family, 
Alſo, 


VI. The Ordinances, Statutes, and 
Privileges of the. Royal Academy, 
erected 
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A. ToLAN 's Writings. 95 
erected by the King of Pruſſia at Ber- 
lin in the Year 1705. together wit, 


VII. The Declaration of the Elector 
Palatine, in favour of his. Proteſtant 
Subjects. With an Impartial Account of 
the Cauſes of thoſe Innovations and Grie- 
vances about ! eligion, which are now 
ſo, happily redreſſed by his Electoral 
Highneſs. Theſe Three laſt mentioned 
Tracts are bound up in one Volume 890. 
Price 25. 6 d. | | 


VIII. The Militia Reformed ; or, An 
eaſy Scheme of turniſhing Exgland with 
a conſtant Land-Force, capable to pre- 
vent or ſubdue any Foreign Power ; and 
to maintain perpetual Quiet at Home, 
without endangering the publick · Li- 
berty. 820. Price 6 d. | 


IX. The Art of Governing by Parties, 
particularly in Religion, in Politicks, in 
Parliament, on the Bench, and in the 
Miniſtry ; with the ill Effects of Parties 
on the People in general, the King in 
particular, and all our Foreign Afairs ; 
as well as on our Credit and Trade, in 
Peace or Var. 820. Price 2 5. 6 d. 


X. A Philippich Oration, to incite the 
Engliſh again 


the French ; but eſpecially 
| to 


1 
* 


96 Catalogue c 

to prevent the treating of a Peace with 
them too ſoon after they are beaten : 
Offered to the Privy Cuncil of England, 
in the Year of Chrift 1514. By an uncer- 
tain Author, who was not for paring 
the Nails, but quite plucking out the 
Claws of the French. Now firſt pub. 
liſhed, and illuſtrated with a Prelimi- 
nary Diſcourſe, and Annotations, 1707, 


—- 


$20. Price 4 5. 


XI. Chriſtianity not Myſterious : or, 
a Treatiſe ſhewing, That "there is no- 


thing in the Goſpel contrary to Reaſon, 


nor above it: and that no 8 Doc- 
trine can be properly, call'd a Myfeery, 
To which is added, An Apology 2 
Mr. Toland, in relation to the Parliament 
of Trcland's ordering this Book to be 
durar, Price 3. | 


XII. Vindicius Liborius: or, Mr, To- 
lands Defence of Himſelf, againſt the 
TLorver Houſe of Convocation and others ; 
herein (beſides his Letters to the Prolo- 
cutor) certain Paſſages of the Book, in- 
titled, Chriſtianity not Myſterious, are 
Explained, and others Corre&ed, With 


4 full and clear Account of the Author's 


Principles relating to Church and State; 
and a Juſtification of the J/þzgs and 
Commorewealths-Men, againſt the Miſ- 


repreſentations 


.. ToLaxd's Writings. 97 
repreſentations of all their Oppoſers. $29, 
Price 2 F. 6 d. 1 eech 

XIII. Letters to Serena: Containing, 
1. The Origin and Force of Prejudices. 
2. The Hiſtory of the SouPs Immortality 
among the Heathens. 3: The Origin of 
Jdolatry, and Reaſons of Heatheniſm. 
As alſo, 4. A Letter to a Gentleman in 


Holland, ſhowing Spinoſa's Syſtem of 


Philoſophy to be without any Principle 
or Foundation. 5. Motion efſential to. 
Matter; in anſwer to ſome Remarks 
by a noble Friend on the Confutation of 
Spinoſa. To all which is prefix*d, 6. A 
Preface; being a Letter to a Gentleman 
in London, ſent together with the fore. 
going Diſſertations, and declaring the 
ſeveral Occaſions of writing them, 8990. 
Price 4 S. | 955 
XIV. Pantbeiſticon, ſive Formula ce- 
lebrandz Societatis Socraticæ in tres par- 
ticulas diviſa quæ Partheiftariun, ſive 
Sodalium ; Continens, 1. Mores & Axio- 
mata. 2. Numen & Philoſophiam. 3, 
Libertatem & non fallentem Legem, 
neque fallendam. Præmittitur, de anti- 
quis & novis Eruditorum Sodalitatibus, 
ut & de Univerſo infinito & #terno, 
Diatriba. Subjicitur de Doplici Pant he- 
iſtarum Philoſophia ſequenda, ac de Viri 
optimi & ornatifſimi idea, Diſſertatiun- 
cula. CH/. 8 3 


XV. 


* 


98 A Cntalogue of 
XV. Rea ſons moſt humbly offered to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, why the 
Bill ſeat down to them from the moſt Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Lords, entitled, 4 Act 


for the better Securing the Dependency of 


the Kingdom of Ireland upon the Crown 
of Great-Britain, ſhould not paſs into a 
Law, 890, Price 6 d. 

XVI. 1. Reaſons for addreſſing his Ma- 
jeſty (K. William) to invite into England, 
their Highneſſes, the Electreſs Dowager, 
and the Electoral Prince of Hanover : 
And likewiſe, g. Reaſons for attainting 
and abjuring the pretended Prince of 
Wales, and all other pretending any 
Claim, Right or Title from the late King 
James and Queen Mary; witb Argu- 
ments for making a vigorous War againſt 
France, Seo. Price 6 d. BY 
XVII. Paradoxes of State, relating to 
the preſent Juncture of Affairs in England, 
and the reſt of Europe; chiefly grounded 
on his Majcity's princely, pious, and moſt 
gracious. Speech, 820, Price 6 4. 

XVIII. The Deſcription of Epſouu, with 
the Humours and Politicks of the Place, 
In a. Letter to Eudoxa, 800. Price 6 d. 

XIX. Clito: A Poem on the Force of 
Eloquence. 470. Price 6 4. 


XX. Eligy on the Princeſs Sophia, With 


| ſome of her Letters, 829. Price 1 s. 


XXI. Art of Reftoring, 890. Price 6 d. 


XXII 
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XXII. Life of General Mont, with his 
Letters, $20. Price x 5. | 

XXIII. Letters againſt Popery, 820. 
Price 6 d. 1 

XXIV. The State Anatomy. 2 Parts. 
890. Price 29. IH 

XXV. Reaſons for Naturalizing the 
Zews, 890. Price 13. TROL 5 

XXVI. Art of Cauvaſſing at Bloctions, 
800. Price 6 d. 

XXVII. 1. Dunkirk and Dover. 2. 
The Grand Myitery laid open. Two 
Tratts relating to the Demolition of Dun- 
kirk, 800. Price 15. a 
XXVIII. Nazarenus: or, Fewiſh, 
Gentile, and Mahometan- Chriſtianity, 
Containing the Hiſtory of the antient 
Goſpel of Barnabas, and the modern 
Goſpel of the Mabometans, attributed to 
the ſame Apoſtle; this laſt Gofpel being 
now firſt made known among Chriſtians. 
Alſo the original Plan of Chriſtianity oc- 
calionally explained in the Hiſtory of the 
Nazarens, whereby diverſe Controverſies 
about this divine (but highly perverted) 
Iaſtitution may be happily terminated. 
With the relation of an IJriſb Manuſcript 
of the four Goſpels, as likewiſe a Sum- 
mary of the antient ib Chriſtianity, 
and the reality of the Kelzces (an 
Order of Lay-religious) againſt the two 
laſt Biſhops of Morcaſter. With an 
O 2 Appendix 
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Appendix containing, 1. Two Pro- 


blems, Hiſtorical, Political, and Theolo- 


gical, concerning the Fezwiſh Nation and 


Religion. 2. A further Account of the 
Mahometan Goſpel of Barnabas, by 
Monſieur de la Monnoye of the French 
Academy. 3. Queries fit to be ſent to any 
curious and intelligent Chriſtians, reſiding 
or travelling in Mzahometan. Countries; 
with proper Directions and Cautions in 
order to procure ſatisfactory Anſwers, 
Price 2 5. 13 TRAD! 

- XXIX. Tetradymus. Containing, 1. 
Hodegus; or the Pillar of Cloud and Fire, 
that guided the 7/raelites in the Wilder- 
neſs, not miraculous: but, as faithfully 
related in Exodus, a thing equally prac- 
tiſed by other Nations, and in thoſe Places 
not only uſefyl but neceſſary. 2. Clide- 
phorus ; or of the Exoteric and Eſoteric 
Philoſaphy, that is, of the External and 
Internal Doctrine of the Antients: the 
one open and publick, accommodated to 
popular Prejudices and the eſtabliſhed 
Religions; the other private and ſecret, 
wherein, to the few capable, and diſcreet, 
was taught the real Truth ſtript of all 
diſguiſes. 3. Hypatzia ; or, The Hiſtory 
of a moſt beautiful, moſt virtuous, molt 
learned, and every way accompliſhed 
Lady, who was torn to pieces by the 
Clergy of Alexandria, to gratify the 
1 1 Pride, 
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Nr. ToLand's Writings. 1OL 


Pride, Emulation and Cruelty of their 
Archbiſhop Cyril, commonly (but unde- 
ſervedly) ftiled K. Cyril, 4. Mango- 
neutes : being a Defence of Nazarenus. 
Addreſſed to the Right Reverend John, 
Lord Biſhop of London, againſt his Lord- 
ſhip's Chaplain Dr. Mangey, his Dedicator 
Mr. Patterſon, and (who ought to have 
been named firſt) the Reverend Dr. Brett, 
once belonging to his Lordſhip's Church. 
Price 2 5. 6 d. | 
XXX. The Deſtiny of Rome. A ſmall 
Tract relating to the Court of Rome, and 
their Management in the Election of a 
Pope. Price 6 d. | | 


NB. Theſe, as far as can be collected, 
are all the Writings of Mr. Taland, except 
a Propoſal he once publiſhed for a New 
Edition of Tx/y's Works, under the Title 
of Cicero DNluftratus. An Explanation 
of a Paſſage in Tully relating to the Art 
of Printing; in a Letter to Mr. Motteſſey, 
printed in Mr. Maittaire's Annales Typo- 
graphici. 4t0. A Preface to ſome Letters 
written by the Lord Shaftesbury to the 
Lord Moleſworth; and an imperfect Pre- 
face to a Pamphlet in Defence of Frequert 
Parliaments, publiſhed ſince his Death, 


— 
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MANUSCRIPTS, mentioned by M. 
Toland in ſeveral of his Pieces. 


I. The Hiſtory of Socrates. (In the Life 
of Mr. Harrington.) 
II. Syſtems of Divinity exploded. An 
Epiſtolas ry Diſſertation. '(In Chriſtianity 
not Myſterious.) 
. 6 he Hiſtory of the Canon of the 
New Teſtament. : 
IV. Reſpublica Moſaica : or, The 
Commonwealth of Moſes. (Theſe two laſt 


in Nazarenus. 
V. A Treatiſe. concerning Tradition. 


(In Terradymus. ) 


How.many, or which, of theſe Deſigns 
are executed, we kaow not. - He was 
likewiſe about writing the Hhifpory of 
the Druide, the Introduction to which 
is finiſhed, and in the Hands of that 
Worthy Nobleman the Lord Moleſworth. 


There was fougd upon his Table when 
he died, a- ſmall Latin Trati, intitled, 
Diatrila contra Medicos, chiefly le 
velled againſt the Uſe: of Oils and. Ems. 
Ficks, ſo much of late in Vogue. ge, | 
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